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Commissioner of Education provides statewide leadership and strategic direction for Texas public education. The commissioner is the 
educational leader of the state, the executive officer of the Texas Education Agency, and the executive secretary of the State Board of 
Education (SBOE). The commissioner ensures that the agency carries out the duties imposed by the legislature and employs talented leaders to 
perform the duties of the agency. The commissioner visits different areas of the state, addresses a wide variety of organizations and 
stakeholders, and works with state leaders and other agencies on education issues. 

Internal Audit provides an objective, independent assurance and consulting function whose purpose is to evaluate and improve the 
effectiveness of risk management, control, and governance processes as a service to agency management and the Commissioner of Education. 
Internal auditors have free and unrestricted access to all agency activities, records, property, and personnel and to those of agency contractors 
and subcontractors. 

The Office of Educator Support oversees all aspects of the agency’s functions regarding educator leadership and quality, guidance and support to 
the charter school community, and transformation of low-performing schools. Specific areas include: authorizing; board coaching and 
development; charter school authorizing; district innovation and school models; district planning and supports; district strategic leadership; 
district talent systems; educator data, research, and strategy; educator preparation and certification; educator preparation, certification, and 
enforcement; educator quality; expanded learning models; instructional leadership; integrated district supports; State Board for Educator 
Certification (SBEC) enforcement; school improvement; system innovation; and Texas tutoring supports/HB 4545. 

The Office of Special Populations and Student Supports is responsible for the agency’s support of Texas public school special education programs. 
Specific areas include: special education complaints and directed supports; special education technical assistance; special education, monitoring, 
review, and support; special populations general supervision and monitoring; special populations programs, reporting, and student supports; 
special populations strategic supports and reporting; special populations systemwide integration; special populations policy, reporting, and 
technical assistance; and supportive schools. 

The Office of School Programs supports the programmatic needs of public schools throughout the state. Specific areas include: college, career 
and military preparation; curriculum standards and student support; district operations, technology, and sustainability supports; early childhood 
education; instructional materials and implementation; instructional strategy; open education resources; and standards and programs. 

The Office of Analytics, Assessment, and Reporting supports school systems with high-quality state assessments; a transparent, rigorous, and 
fair academic accountability system; and accurate and comprehensive research and reporting. Specific areas include: assessment development; 
digital strategy and analytics; performance reporting; research and analysis; and student assessment. 
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The Office of School Safety and Security provides the agency with a team of professionals that supports school districts, charter schools, and 
agency staff in complying with school safety regulations, responding rapidly and appropriately to incidents, and developing new strategies to 
ensure that Texas public school students are taught in a safe environment. Specific areas include safe schools and operations and monitoring 
and technical assistance. 

The Office of Operations supports effective and efficient agency operations. Specific areas include: agency operations; alignment and delivery; 
communications; education service center (ESC) strategy; governmental relations; human resources; organizational development; SBOE support; 
and special projects. 

The Office of Finance leads the agency’s efforts to distribute resources to Texas local educational agencies; efficiently manage available funding 
to improve student outcomes; ensure effective financial controls, monitoring, and reporting; and provide information for legislative 
appropriations processes and fiscal analyses. Specific areas include: accounting; agency finance; budget and planning; contracts and purchasing; 
federal compliance and support; federal fiscal compliance and reporting; federal fiscal monitoring; federal program compliance; financial 
compliance; grant compliance and administration; grant funding and reporting; grants administration; school finance; special monitoring; and 
state funding, forecasting, and fiscal analysis. 

The Office of Information Technology works closely with all agency divisions to implement innovative technology solutions in a cost-efficient 
manner to support the goals and priorities of the agency; works closely with education stakeholders to ensure effective implementation and use 
of the Texas Student Data System (TSDS), which streamlines the school district data collection and submission process and equips educators with 
timely and actionable student data; and supports the in-house applications used by internal and external users. Specific areas include: business 
management; information security; information technology services; and IT development. 

The Office of General Counsel provides legal counsel and representation to the agency, provides legal information to school district and charter 
school personnel and parents regarding school law, responds to thousands of public inquiries, and provides administrative staff and support for 
all legal activities of the agency. Other major responsibilities include: serving as liaison to the Attorney General of Texas; providing guidance on 
ethics to the SBOE, State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC), and agency staff; and providing legal guidance on TEA contracts and procurement 
matters. Specific areas include: contracts and procurement counsel; employment counsel; enforcement and litigation defense counsel; ethics 
counsel; public information; rulemaking counsel; and special education hearings, mediation, and counsel. 

Page 9 of 364



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Page Intentionally Left Blank] 



Legislative Appropriations Request – Fiscal Years 2026 and 2027 
Texas Education Agency 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Certification of Dual Submissions



C E R T I F I C A T E

Agency Name Texas Education Agency

This is to certify that the information contained in the agency Legislative Appropriations Request filed 
with the Legislative Budget Board (LBB) and the Office of the Governor, Budget and Policy Division, is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and that the electronic submission to the LBB via the Automated 
Budget and Evaluation System of Texas (ABEST) and the PDF file submitted via the LBB Document 
Submission application are identical.

Additionally, should it become likely at any time that unexpended balances will accrue for any account,
the LBB and the Office of the Governor will be notified in writing in accordance with House Bill 1, Article 
IX, Section 7.01, Eighty-eighth Legislature, Regular Session, 2023.

Chief Executive Office or Presiding Judge Board or Commission Chair

N/A
Signature

Mike Morath

Signature

Printed Name

Commissioner of Education

Printed Name

Title

September 16, 2024

Title

Date Date

Chief Financial Officer

Signature

Carla Steffen
Printed Name

Chief Financial Officer
Title

September 16, 2024
Date
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Rider Revisions and Additions Request 

 

Page 1 

 

Agency Code: 

 703 

Agency Name: 

 Texas Education Agency  

Prepared By: 

Budget Division  

Date: 

  

Request Level: 

 Base 
   

Current 
Rider 

Number 

Page Number 
in 2024-25 

GAA Proposed Rider Language 
2 III-4 Capital Budget.2 None of the funds appropriated above may be expended for capital budget items except as 

listed below. The amounts shown below shall be expended only for the purposes shown and are not 
available for expenditure for other purposes. Amounts appropriated above and identified in this provision as 
appropriations either for "Lease payments to the Master Lease Purchase Program" or for items with an 
"(MLPP)" notation shall be expended only for the purposes of making lease-purchase payments to the Texas 
Public Finance Authority pursuant to the provisions of Government Code, Section 1232.103.  Funds 
appropriated below for Centralized Accounting and Payroll/Personnel System (CAPPS) may be transferred 
between the agency’s capital budget and non-capital budget as necessary to be expended for related 
personnel costs.   
  
In order to maximize the use of federal matching, maintenance of effort and grant funds, the Texas 
Education Agency may adjust amounts within the method of financing below, not to exceed the total Capital 
Budget method of financing except as provided elsewhere in this Act. General revenue and other state fund 
appropriations made herein may be offset with federal funds and fees collected.  
  
  
  20262024  20272025  
a. Repair or Rehabilitation of Buildings and Facilities       
   (1) W.B. Travis Space Utilization  $ 3,800,000   $ UB  
ab. Acquisition of Information Resource Technologies      
   (1) School Safety Audit Application  $ 1,631,386  $ UB  
   (12) Instructional Materials Internet  
Website  

  
2,692,303  2,692,303  

   (23) Open Education Resource Instructional Material    
20,500,000  

  
347,900  

   (24) Repository of Open Education Resource Instructional 
Material  

  
4,170,9493,969,

334  

  
4,200,5044,1

42,801  
   (35) Hardware/Software Infrastructure  1,317,429  1,317,429  

Page 158 of 364



3.B. Rider Revisions and Additions Request 
(continued) 

 

 Page 2 

   (46) Educational Materials Textbook Ordering System    
1,362,900  

  
1,396,100  

   (7) Data Privacy Initiative for K-12 School Systems    
 48,505,974  

  
UB  

Total, Acquisition of Information Resource Technologies  $
8,180,68179,97

9,326 
$ 8,210,236 

9,896,533 
bc. Data Center/Shared Technology Services    

  
  
  

(1) Data Center Consolidation  $ 16,806,657   $ 16,261,398  
cd. Centralized Accounting and Payroll/Personnel System 
(CAPPS)      
(1) CAPPS Enterprise Resource Planning System 
(Financials HUB)  

$ 1,002,594  $ 1,002,594  

d. Acquisition of Capital Equipment and Items e. 
Transportation Items      
(1) Open Education Resource Instructional Material School 
Safety Vehicles  

 $ 
7,459,6681,500,

000  
 $ 5,730,523 

150,000  
Total, Transportation Items   $ 1,500,000   $ 150,000  
Total, Capital Budget  $

33,449,600103,
088,577 

 $
31,204,75127

,310,525 
Method of Financing (Capital Budget):      
General Revenue Fund      
General Revenue Fund  $

24,749,07592,3
49,162 

$
22,751,77316

,791,418  
Technology and Instructional Materials Fund No. 003  400,705 

1,628,459 
389,255 

1,652,739  
Certification and Assessment Fees (General Revenue Fund)   1,248,559 

996,519  
    1,213,116 

963,217  
  Subtotal, General Revenue Fund  $ 26,398,339 

94,974,140  
$ 24,354,144 

19,407,374 
Federal Funds      
Federal Education Fund  $ 6,986,775 

8,013,126  
$ 6,787,756 

7,804,467  
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Federal Funds  
 58,965 96,469  

57,330 
93,842  

Subtotal, Federal Funds  $ 7,045,740 
8,109,595  

$ 6,845,086 
7,898,309 

Interagency Contracts  
$ 5,521 4,842   

$ 5,521 
4,842  

         Total, Method of Financing  $ 33,449,600 
103,088,577 

$31,204,751 
27,310,525 

   
Justification: Updated estimates and categories. Per discussion with LBB, added 
clarification re CAPPS funding to remain in Rider 2 with the understanding that the funds 
could be transferred out to cover payroll, as approved in 2023 when we brought support of 
CAPPS in-house. 

 
 

3 III-5 Foundation School Program Funding.2, 3 In addition to funds appropriated above, the Foundation School 
Program is funded with local school district tax revenue. Local school district tax rates are adopted by 
locally elected school board trustees. Local school property tax rates are not set by the Legislature.   
  
Out of the funds appropriated above, and any other funds appropriated for the Foundation School Program 
during the 2026-272024-25 biennium, a total of $30,301,796,254$30,178,486,750081,742,017 in fiscal year 
20262024 and $31,167,480,387$30,157,443,716 $30,259,025,686in fiscal year 20272025 shall represent the 
sum-certain appropriation to the Foundation School Program. The total appropriation may not exceed the 
sum-certain amount. This appropriation includes allocations under Texas Education Code, Chapters 46, 48 
and 49. Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated for fiscal year 20272025 for 
the same purposes.   
  
Formula Funding: The Commissioner shall make allocations to local school districts under Chapters 46, 48 
and 49 based on:   
  
(a) estimates of average daily attendance provided by the Texas Education Agency in March 20252023;   
  
(b) local district tax rates as determined by the Legislative Budget Board;   
  
(c) final tax year 20242022property values; and   
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(d) assumed increases in property values, and the estimates of local tax collections on which they are based, 
as estimated by the Comptroller of Public Accounts, of 4.435 percent for tax year 2025 2023 and by 2.875 
percent for tax year 20262024.   
  
The estimates identified in subsections (a) - (d) are projections provided by the Comptroller of Public 
Accounts and Texas Education Agency and used solely to determine initial state aid payments to school 
districts, and do not factor into the calculations of local tax base changes. Actual property value changes are 
determined by local appraisal districts.   
  
To the extent that estimates provided for in subsections (a) - (d) above differ from a school district's actual 
average daily attendance, tax rates, property values, or local tax collections, the Commissioner shall settle-
up with local school districts pursuant to Rider 7, Appropriation of Audit Adjustments, Settle-Up Funds and 
Attendance Credit Revenues and applicable provisions in Texas Education Code, Chapters 46, 48, and 49.   
  
For purposes of distributing the Foundation School Program basic tier state aid appropriated above and in 
accordance with Texas Education Code, Section 48.051, the Basic Allotment is established at $6,160 in 
fiscal year 20262024 and $6,160 fiscal year 20272025.   
  
For purposes of distributing the Foundation School Program enrichment tier state aid appropriated above 
and in accordance with Section 48.202(a-1) (1), the Guaranteed Yield is $126.21$129.52 in fiscal year 
20262024and $129.52 in fiscal year 20272025, and in accordance with Section 48.202(a-1) (2), the 
Guaranteed Yield is $49.28 in fiscal year 20262024 and $49.28 in fiscal year 20272025.   
  
Included in amounts appropriated above and allocated by this rider to the Foundation School Program, 
$100,000,000 in each fiscal year of the biennium out of the Foundation School Fund No. 193 is for the New 
Instructional Facilities Allotment under Texas Education Code, Section 48.152.   
  
Included in amounts appropriated above and allocated by this rider to the Foundation School Program, and 
pursuant to Texas Education Code, Section 48.115, the School Safety Allotment is set at $10 per student in 
average daily attendance, plus $1 per student in average daily attendance for every $50 by which the 
district's maximum basic allotment under Section 48.051 exceeds $6,160, and $15,000 per campus, 
estimated to be $185,000,000 in each in fiscal year.   
  
Included in amounts appropriated above and allocated by this rider to the Foundation School Program, and 
pursuant to Texas Education Code, Sections 48.307 and 48.308, Additional State Aid for State-Approved 
Instructional Materials is set at $40 per enrolled student in each fiscal year and Additional State Aid for 
Open Educational Resource Instructional Material is set at $20 for each student in each fiscal year.  
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Included in amounts appropriated above and allocated by this rider to the Foundation School Program, 
$100,000,000 in each fiscal year of the biennium out of the Foundation School Fund No. 193 is for the 
Gifted and Talented Student Allotment under Texas Education Code, Section 48.109.   
  
From the amount appropriated above to the Texas Education Agency for Strategy A.1.1, FSP – Equalized 
Operations, in each year of the 2026-272024-25biennium, the Commissioner may not spend more than the 
amount that, together with all other amounts appropriated from the Foundation School Fund or another 
source of the Foundation School Program or for paying the costs of school property tax relief, is necessary 
to achieve a tax rate compression percentage, as defined by Texas Education Code, Sections 48.255, 
48.2551, and 48.2552, and fully fund the school funding formulas under Texas Education Code, Chapters 48 
and 49, without the prior approval of the Legislative Budget Board.   
  
Pursuant to Texas Education Code, Section 48.2552(c), in fiscal year 2024, the state compression percentage 
as calculated in Texas Education Code, Section 48.255, shall be reduced by 8.25 percentage points. Pursuant 
to Texas Education Code, Section 48.2555(a), in fiscal year 2024, the state compression percentage shall be 
further reduced by $0.107.  
  
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, the Texas Education Agency may:   

(a) make transfers as appropriate between Strategy A.1.1, FSP - Equalized Operations, and Strategy 
A.1.2, FSP - Equalized Facilities; and  

(b) transfer Foundation School Program funds from fiscal year 20272025to 20262024 to the extent 
necessary to avoid reductions in state aid as authorized by Texas Education Code, Section 
48.266(f).   

  
The Texas Education Agency shall notify the Legislative Budget Board and the Governor of any such 
transfers at least 15 days prior to the transfer.   
  
The Texas Education Agency shall submit reports on the prior month’s expenditures on programs described 
by this rider no later than the 20th day of each month to the Legislative Budget Board and the Governor’s 
Office in a format determined by the Legislative Budget Board in cooperation with the agency.   
  
Contingent on the Commissioner of Education identifying a budget surplus of Foundation School Program 
funds appropriated above in either fiscal year of the 2026-272024-25 biennium, the Commissioner shall 
notify the Legislative Budget Board and the Office of the Governor in writing no later than 30 calendar days 
before taking any action pursuant to the Texas Education Code, Sections 7.062, 48.258, 48.259, 48.260, 
48.261, or 48.265.   
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Appropriations provided above in Strategy A.1.1, FSP-Equalized Operations, fully fund an estimated 
$3,150,100,000$350,607,436 in projected student enrollment growth.   
 
 
 
Justification: TEC 48.2555(a) is deleted as it expires 9/1/2025.  Added TEC 48.308 OER statute (TEC has 
two 48.308 statutes) to clarify other funding mechanism for OER materials.  Recommending removal of 
48.2552(c), as that is   contained in Rider 93. 

 

4 III-7 Foundation School Program Set-Asides.  The programs and their funding levels identified in this rider 
represent all programs at the Texas Education Agency and other state agencies that are funded with amounts 
set aside from the Foundation School Program. The amounts listed in this rider are for informational 
purposes only, and do not constitute an appropriation:  
 
  20242026  20252027  
Gifted and Talented 
Performance Standards  

$437,500  $437,500  

Early Childhood Intervention  $16,498,102  $16,498,102  
MATHCOUNTS Program  $200,000  $200,000  
      
TOTAL, FSP Set-Asides  $17,135,602  $17,135,602  
 
 
 
No changes. 
 

  

 

5 III-7 Transportation Allotment: Pursuant to Education Code Section 48.151, for purposes of distributing the 
Transportation Allotment, the rate per mile per regular eligible student is set at $1.00 in each fiscal year of 
the biennium; the maximum mileage rate for special education transportation shall be $1.08 per mile; and 
the private transportation rate shall be $0.25 per mile or a maximum of $816 per pupil for both special 
education and isolated areas as defined by Education Code Subsections 48.151(e) and (g).  
 
 
 
No changes. 
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6 III-7 Windham Schools: The funds appropriated above in Strategy B.2.4, Windham School District, are to be 

expended only for to support academic and vocational educational career and technical education programs 
approved by the Texas Education Agency. The Commissioner of Education shall allocate $ 65,096,919 in 
fiscal year 20262024 and $68,217,086 in fiscal year 20272025 to the Windham Schools District based on 
contact hours for the best 180 of 210 school days in each year of the biennium. The contact hour rates for the 
2026-272024-25 biennium are estimated to be: $4.69807 for academic education, $3.87648 for vocational 
career and technical education.  
 
The Windham School District shall use funds appropriated above to serve those students whose participation 
will help achieve the goals of reduced recidivism and the increased success of former students inmates in 
obtaining and maintaining employment. To achieve these goals, younger people offenders with the lowest 
educational levels and the earliest projected release or parole eligibility dates should receive high priority. 
This policy shall not preclude the Windham School District from serving other populations according to 
needs and resources. For students who successfully complete the district's program during the 2024-252022-
2023 biennium, the Windham School District shall report to the Eighty-ninth 90th Legislature on the 
following: recidivism rates, employment rates, and attainment of certain high school equivalency GED, high 
school diplomas, professional certifications career and technical education certificates and industry-based 
certifications and credentials, and adult education literacy levels.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Windham School District provided edits. Edits included clarifying that vocational – an 
outdated term – is defined as career and technical, and updated funding and contact hour rates. Windham’s 
Salary Increases provided by the Legislature were directly given to Windham, and not included in TEA’s GR 
limit. Per LBB these increases should be included in the Windham School District’s Exceptional Item. 
 

7 III-7 Appropriation of Audit Adjustments, Settle-Up Funds and Attendance Credit Revenues: When 
reviews and audits of allocations to school districts reveal the allocations previously made were greater or 
less than the amounts found to be due, the Texas Education Agency may recover or pay the sums necessary 
to adjust to the correct amounts. All such amounts recovered shall become a part of the Foundation School 
Fund or General Revenue Fund, and the amounts necessary to make such additional payments to the school 
districts are appropriated from the Foundation School Fund or General Revenue Fund.   
 
All funds received from local school districts as recovery for overpayment pursuant to the provisions of 
§48.272 of the Texas Education Code are appropriated to the Texas Education Agency for distribution to 
local school districts for Foundation School Program purposes.   
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All unexpended balances and all funds received from the payment of school districts for attendance credits 
in excess of the amounts appropriated above pursuant to the provisions of §49.154 of the Texas Education 
Code, are appropriated to the Texas Education Agency for distribution to school districts for Foundation 
School Program purposes.  
 
 
 
No changes. 
 

8 III-8 Instructional Materials and Technology.2 Except as explicitly allowed elsewhere in this Act, any amount 
expended pursuant to Texas Education Code, Section 31.021, including expenditures for instructional 
materials administration, shall be paid out of the State Instructional Materials and Technology Fund 
appropriated for that purpose. A transfer of funds from the Available School Fund to the State Instructional 
Materials and Technology Fund is authorized in an amount which, together with other revenues of the State 
Instructional Materials and Technology Fund, is sufficient to finance the sum-certain appropriation from the 
State Instructional Materials and Technology Fund for each fiscal year. Penalties assessed by the State 
Board of Education shall be deposited to the credit of the State Instructional Materials and Technology 
Fund.   
  
In accordance with Texas Education Code, Sections 31.0211 and 31.0214, the Commissioner shall allocate 
the funds available in the State Instructional Materials and Technology Fund to school districts and charter 
schools for each student enrolled in the district or charter school on a date during the preceding year 
specified by the Commissioner and shall adjust the technology and instructional materials allotment of 
school districts and charter schools experiencing high enrollment growth according to rules adopted by the 
Commissioner.   
  
It is the intent of the Legislature that for any state fiscal biennium, districts and open-enrollment charter 
schools do not exceed spending the State Board of Education issue proclamations for instructional materials 
in which the total projected cost of instructional materials under the proclamations does not exceed 75 
percent of the total technology and instructional materials allotment for instructional materials under Texas 
Education Code, Section 31.0211, for the most recent biennium for which the allotment has been 
determined.   
  
It is the intent of the Legislature that the State Board of Education ensure that any instructional materials and 
technology purchased using funds disbursed from the State Instructional Materials and Technology Fund 
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meet the requirements for certification under 47 U.S.C. Sections 254(h)(5)(B) and (C) to the extent the 
certification is applicable to those materials.   
  
It is the intent of the Legislature that the State Board of Education consider the cost of all instructional 
materials and technology requirements when determining the disbursement of money to the available school 
fund and the amount of that disbursement that will be used, in accordance with Texas Education Code, 
Section 43.001(d), to fund the technology and instructional materials allotment under Texas Education 
Code, Section 31.0211.   
  
From funds appropriated from the State Instructional Materials and Technology Fund, the Commissioner 
may set aside an amount not to exceed $2,500,000 for the 2026-272024-25 biennium for the continued 
support and delivery of online college readiness materials in English language arts and reading, 
mathematics, science, and social studies.   
  
From funds appropriated above in Strategy B.2.1., Technology and Instructional Materials, $1,042,679,721 
from the Technology and Instructional Materials and Technology Fund is allocated in the 2026-272024-25 
biennium for instructional materials and technology. In addition to these funds, $7,300,909 $4,541,909 
appropriated in the 2026-272024-25 biennium in the agency's administrative strategies from the State 
Instructional Materials and Technology Fund. Total appropriations from the State Instructional Materials 
and Technology Fund in the 2026-272024-25 biennium equal $1,047,221,6301,049,980,630. 
  
 
From funds appropriated above in Strategy B.3.2., Agency Operations, $22,539,992 in General Revenue 
funds are allocated each fiscal year for the annual review of instructional materials as outlined in TEC 
31.022 and 31.023.   
  
From funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.3, Students with Disabilities, an amount not to exceed 
$13,500,000 in federal funds in the 2026-27 2024-25 biennium is allocated for the purchase of accessibility 
remediation of instructional materials, captioning of video and multimedia instructional materials, Braille 
braille, large print, and related materials for students with disabilities.   
  
The Commissioner shall provide juvenile justice alternative education programs with instructional materials 
necessary to support classroom instruction in those programs. The cost of the instructional materials shall be 
funded with Techpnology and Instructional Materials and Technology Funds appropriated to the agency for 
the 2026-272024-25 biennium.   
 
Pursuant to Government Code, Section 322.0082, the amount under Texas Education Code, Section 
43.001(d), is estimated to be $1,075,500,000 in each fiscal year of the biennium.   
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The Texas Education Agency is appropriated any balances held in the State Instructional Materials and 
Technology Fund on August 31, 20252023, for use in fiscal year 20262024 for the same purposes, estimated 
to be $448,021,000.  
   
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated for fiscal year 20272025 for the 
same purposes.   
 
 
 
Justification:  Edited rider to conform with HB 1605 (88th). Moved language regarding accessibility 
materials to the Consolidated SPED Funding rider. Only edit to that portion of this rider was to change 
Braille to braille. Administrative funding will support the continuing maintenance of EMAT system through 
this biennium as the new system is developed and launched in parallel to ensure no break in operational 
ability. Removed the estimation of funds remaining on August 31, 2025, because of change to the 
proclamation system as required by HB 1605 (88th).  This amount is required to be reported by the LBB as 
added by HB 1605 (Govt Code 322.0082). 
 

9 III-9 Day-care Expenditures. It is expressly provided that the pre-school day care programs, such as the Early 
Childhood Program for Educationally Disadvantaged Children and Special Education and Training for Pre-
School Children with Disabilities administered by the Texas Education Agency, are day-care programs. The 
funds expended in those programs on behalf of children meeting eligibility requirements in accordance with 
interagency contracts with the Texas Education Agency under the day care program of the Social Security 
Act shall be considered as expenditures for day care.  
 
 
No Changes. 

10 III-9 State Level Professional Development for School Personnel and Parents of Students with Autism. It is 
the intent of the Legislature that the Texas Education Agency continue to implement state level professional 
development for school personnel and parents of students with autism, including a focus on identification of 
such students. A sum not to exceed $200,000 in each fiscal year of the biennium shall be expended for this 
purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Moved language from Rider 10 into new Rider 17 Consolidated SPED Funding. 
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11 III-9 Reimbursement of Advisory Committee Members. Pursuant to Government Code §2110.004 
reimbursement of expenses for advisory committee members, out of the funds appropriated above (including 
federal funds), is limited to the following advisory committees:  

1) Title 1, Committee of Practitioners/Ed Flex State Panel   
2) Continuing Advisory Committee for Special Education   
3) Instructional Materials State Review Panel   
4) Texas Technical Advisory Committee   
5) State Parent Advisory Council for Migrant Education   
6) Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Review Committees   
7) Texas Educator Review Committee   
8) Texas Early Learning Council   
9) Compensatory Education Allotment Advisory Committee   
10) Educator Advisory Committee   
11) State Advisory Council on Educational Opportunity for Military Children   
12) Texas Commission on Virtual Education   
13) Adult High School Charter School Program Advisory Committee  
14) Instructional Materials and Technology Advisory Committee  
15) Open Education Resource Advisory Board  
16) The 1836 Project Advisory Committee  

  
It is the intent of the Legislature that advisory committees of the Texas Education Agency use 
videoconferencing technology to conduct meetings in lieu of physical assembly whenever possible.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Removed Texas Commission on Virtual Education as that Commission is no longer active. 
Added Open Education Resource Advisory Board created by HB 1605 (88th) and The 1836 Project Advisory 
Committee created by HB 2497 (87th). 
 

12 III-9 Student Testing Program. The Commissioner shall use the Federal Funds appropriated above in Strategy 
B.1.1, Assessment and Accountability System, to cover the cost of developing, administering, and scoring 
assessment instruments in the student testing program. Any remaining costs associated with developing, 
administering, or scoring the assessment instruments required under Texas Education Code, Chapter 39, 
Subchapter B shall be paid from amounts appropriated above from General Revenue in Strategy B.1.1, 
Assessment and Accountability System.    
 
Included in amounts appropriated above in Strategy B.1.1 in the 2026-272024-25 biennium is $70,000,000 
in General Revenue Funds for the purposes of implementing House Bill 3906, 86th Legislature. Unless 
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transferred in accordance with the limitations specified in Texas Education Agency Rider 2425, Limitation 
on the Transfer and Use of Funds, the Texas Education Agency shall not transfer any funds for the purposes 
of implementing House Bill 3906, 86th Legislature from Foundation School Fund 193 in the 2026-272024-
25 biennium.   
 
Included in amounts appropriated above in Strategy B.1.1 is $4,418,832 in General Revenue Funds in each 
fiscal year of the biennium for the purposes of implementing House Bill 1225, 88th Legislature, Regular 
Session.   
 
Any unexpended and unobligated balances of General Revenue Funds identified by this rider remaining as 
of August 31, 2025, are appropriated for the same purpose for the biennium beginning September 1, 2025. 
Any unexpended and unobligated balances of General Revenue Funds identified by this rider remaining as 
of August 31, 2026, are appropriated for the same purpose for the fiscal year beginning September 1, 2026.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Consolidated Rider 95 Contingency for HB 1225 (88th) into Rider 12. Added UB authority 
from FY2025 to FY2026 and UB authority from FY2026 to FY2027. 
 

13 III-10 Regional Day Schools for the Deaf. Funds appropriated above for Regional Day Schools for the Deaf shall 
be allocated on a weighted fulltime equivalent basis. Notwithstanding other provisions of this Act, if the 
allocations total more than $33,133,200 in each fiscal year, the Commissioner shall transfer sufficient 
amounts from other available funds to provide the full allocation.   
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for the same 
purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Moved language from Rider 13 into new Rider 17 Consolidated SPED funding.  
 

14 III-10 Summer School for Children with Limited English Proficiency. Out of Federal Funds appropriated for 
Strategy A.2.2, Achievement of Students at Risk, $3,800,000 in each fiscal year of the biennium is allocated 
for summer school programs for children with limited English proficiency as authorized under Texas 
Education Code, Section 29.060.   
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Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated for fiscal year 20272025 for the 
same purposes.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added “of the biennium” for clarity and updated years for UB.  
 

15 III-10 Statewide Services for Students With Visual Impairments. Out of funds appropriated for Strategy A.2.3, 
Students with Disabilities, $5,655,268 in each fiscal year of the biennium is allocated for statewide services 
for students with visual impairments as authorized under Texas Education Code, Section 30.002.   
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are hereby appropriated for fiscal year 20272025 for 
the same purposes.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Moved language from Rider 15 into new Rider 17 Consolidated SPED Funding. 
 

16 III-10 Non-educational Community-based Support Services. Out of General Revenue funds appropriated for 
Strategy A.2.3, Students with Disabilities, $987,300 in each fiscal year of the biennium is allocated to non-
educational community-based support services for certain students with disabilities as authorized under 
Texas Education Code, Section 29.013.   
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are hereby appropriated for fiscal year 20272025 for 
the same purposes.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Moved language from Rider 16 into new Rider 17 Consolidated SPED Funding.  
 

17 III-10 Professional Development for the Provision of Access to the General Curriculum for Students with 
Disabilities in the Least Restrictive Environment.  Out of the federal discretionary funds awarded to the 
Texas Education Agency through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Part B, which are 
set aside and reserved for state-level activities, and appropriated above, the Commissioner shall set aside 
10.5 percent during the biennium to fund capacity building projects, including professional development and 
support, for school districts to provide access to the general curriculum in the least restrictive environment 
for students with disabilities and Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) processes for struggling learners 
in general education settings.   
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For each year of the biennium, TEA shall report to the Legislative Budget Board (LBB):  
(1) The total amount awarded to the Texas Education Agency through IDEA, Part B;   
(2) The amount of IDEA, Part B funds set aside and reserved for state-level activities; and   
(3) The amount of funds set aside to fund capacity building projects, including professional 

development and support, for school districts to provide access to the general curriculum in 
the least restrictive environment for students with disabilities and MTSS processes for 
struggling learners in general education settings, as required by this rider.   

 
The report summarizing the above information for the 20262024 fiscal year shall be submitted by August 
31, 20262024. The report summarizing the above information for the 20272025 fiscal year shall be 
submitted by August 31, 20272025.  
 
NEW CONSOLIDATED SPED FUNDING RIDER. Funding for Students with Disabilities.   
 
The following identification of dedicated funding for students with disabilities is outlined to provide clarity 
and transparency of funding from strategies A.2.3, Students with Disabilities; and A.2.4, School 
Improvement and Supports.    
  
For all discretionary grants of state or federal funds by the Texas Education Agency, the Texas School for 
the Blind and Visually Impaired and the Texas School for the Deaf shall be considered independent school 
districts for purposes of eligibility determination, unless the Commissioner of Education and the school 
Superintendents mutually agree to an alternate consideration.  
  
From funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.3, Students with Disabilities, the following amounts shall be 
set aside and/or allocated from federal Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA), Part B, discretionary funds 
for the activities described below:   
  

1. An amount not to exceed $13,500,000 in the 2026-27 biennium for the purchase of accessibility 
remediation of instructional materials, captioning of video and multimedia instructional materials, 
braille, large print, and related materials for students with disabilities.   

2. A set-aside of 10.5 percent during the biennium, to fund:  
a) capacity building projects, including professional development and support, for school 

districts to provide access to the general curriculum in the least restrictive environment 
for students with disabilities; and  

b) multi-tiered systems of support (MTSS) processes for struggling learners in general 
education settings.   
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TEA shall report to the Legislative Budget Board (LBB), by August 31 of 2027 each year: the total 
amount awarded to the Texas Education Agency through IDEA, Part B; the amount of IDEA, Part B 
funds set aside and reserved for state-level activities; and the amount of funds set aside to fund 
capacity building projects, including professional development and support, for school districts to 
provide access to the general curriculum in the least restrictive environment for students with 
disabilities and MTSS processes for struggling learners in general education settings, as required by 
this rider.   

  
3. $1,297,281$1,296,981 in each fiscal year of the biennium2026 and $1,297,581 in fiscal year 2027 

for the Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, to support classroom instruction.   
4. $457,679 in each fiscal year of the biennium for the Texas School for the Deaf, to support classroom 

instruction.   
5. $150,000 in each fiscal year of the biennium to assist provide technical assistance to dyslexia 

specialists employed at the joint program of coordinators for dyslexia and related disorders services 
at the Regional Education Service Centers pursuant to §38.003§8.061 of the Texas Education Code. 
The joint program shall include as required elements the proper identification of students with 
dyslexia and support in how to best serve those students. The Regional Education Service Centers 
shall ensure that the program uses resources are used efficiently to provide a coordinator specialist 
to any school district or charter school that needs one.  

6. An amount not to exceed $200,000 in each fiscal year of the biennium to continue a program of 
providing state adopted instructional materials using digital audio technology for students with 
visual impairment and other print disabilities as appropriate in prekindergarten through 12th grade.  

7. An amount not to exceed $1,500,000 in each fiscal year of the biennium for the purpose of 
conducting an educational outreach program to provide instructional materials in accessible formats 
to individuals with print disabilities affording reading accommodation and providing instruction and 
training in the use of accessible instructional materials and related assistive technology.  

Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2026, for items 1-7 above are hereby appropriated for fiscal year 
2027 for the same purpose.    
  
The commissioner shall implement the provisions IDEA, pertaining to a local educational agency risk pool. 
The Commissioner shall allocate allowable amounts under the IDEA Act for each fiscal year of the 
biennium to establish the high-cost fund to assist districts and charter schools with high need students with 
disabilities. It is the intent of the Legislature that the use of these funds by school districts and charter 
schools does not violate the least restrictive environment requirements of IDEA, relating to placement and 
state funding systems that distribute funds based on type of setting.   
  
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Act, if the Commissioner of Education is notified of a final 
determination by the United States Department of Education that, for a prior fiscal year, the state did not 
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meet maintenance of financial support (MFS) amounts for Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA), or if the Commissioner of Education determines that the state will not meet state 
MFS amounts for Part B of the IDEA in the current fiscal year, the Commissioner of Education may transfer 
the amount estimated to be required to prevent an adverse federal action from the Foundation School 
Program appropriated in Strategy A.1.1, Foundation School Program - Equalized Operations from the 
Foundation School Fund No. 193 to Strategy A.2.3, Students with Disabilities to implement the Special 
Education Grant Program pursuant to the Texas Education Code §29.018. At least 30 days prior to the 
execution of such a transfer, the Commissioner of Education shall provide written notice to the Legislative 
Budget Board and the Governor of the intent to make such a transfer.  
  
From funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.4, School Improvement and Support Programs, the 
Commissioner shall allocate $1,000,000 in each fiscal year of the biennium to support the Best Buddies 
Program.   
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2026, are hereby appropriated for fiscal year 2027 for the same 
purpose.   
 
From funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.3, Students with Disabilities, the following amounts shall be 
set-aside and/or allocated from general revenue funds for the following activities:   
 

A. $5,655,268 in each fiscal year of the biennium for statewide services for students with visual 
impairments as authorized under Texas Education Code, Section 30.002.  

B. $987,300 in each fiscal year of the biennium for non-educational community-based support services 
for certain students with disabilities as authorized under Texas Education Code, Section 29.013.  

C. $125,000 in each fiscal year of the biennium to assist provide technical assistance to dyslexia 
specialists employed at the joint program of coordinators for dyslexia and related disorders services 
at the Regional Education Service Centers pursuant to §38.003§8.061 of the Texas Education Code. 
The joint program shall include as required elements the proper identification of students with 
dyslexia and support in how to best serve those students. The Regional Education Service Centers 
shall ensure that the program uses resources are used efficiently to provide a coordinator specialist 
to any school district or charter school that needs one.  

D. $3.0 million in each fiscal year of the biennium to provide grants to organizations that provide 
statewide, Unified Sports, comprehensive early child development to adult transition programs with 
data-based health, social, leadership, transition and athletic programs for students with intellectual 
disabilities.  

E. $10,000,000 in each fiscal year 2024 and $10,000,000 in fiscal year 2025 of the biennium to provide 
competitive grants for innovative services for students with autism. Such innovative services may 
include the use of interactive technology These grants shall be made in accordance with Texas 
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Education Code Section 29.026. The grants must prioritize meaningful inclusion of students with 
autism across all school settings.   

F. Up to $200,000 in each fiscal year of the biennium to focus on state level professional development 
for school personnel and parents of student with autism. It is the intent of the Legislature that the 
Texas Education Agency continue to implement state level professional development for school 
personnel and parents of students with autism, including a focus on identification of such students. 
A sum not to exceed $200,000 in each fiscal year of the biennium shall be expended for this 
purpose.  

G. $33,133,200 in each fiscal year of the biennium to supplement funding for Regional Day School 
Programs for the Deaf (RDSPDs), to be funded based on a weighted full-time equivalent basis. 
Funds appropriated above for Regional Day Schools for the Deaf shall be allocated on a weighted 
fulltime equivalent basis. Notwithstanding other provisions of this Act, if the allocations total more 
than $33,133,200 in each fiscal year, the Commissioner shall transfer sufficient amounts from other 
available funds to provide the full allocation.  

H. A set-aside of $16,498,102 in each fiscal year of the biennium from the Special Education allotment 
and transfer to the Health and Human Services Commission to support Early Childhood Intervention 
eligibility determination and comprehensive transition services.   

  
The Texas Education Agency (TEA) shall sustain a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)enter into an 
Interagency Contract (IAC) with the Health and Human Services Commission for the purpose of 
supporting providing funds to Early Childhood Intervention contractors for eligibility determination and 
comprehensive and transition services. The MOU IAC shall include a listing of the specific services that 
the funding will support and any other provisions the agencies deem necessary. TEA shall provide a 
signed copy of the Memorandum of Understanding IAC to the Legislative Budget Board and the Office 
of the Governor, no later than October 1, 20262024.    

  
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2026, for items A-H above are hereby appropriated for fiscal 
year 2027 for the same purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Replaced Rider 17 with new Consolidated SPED funding Rider. This new consolidated rider 
will provide for more transparency for the many Special Education funding riders that have been added 
over the years. If any changes or edits are made for these riders (beyond updating the years) TEA will 
specify them for clarity.  
Discretionary grant language for TSBVI and TSD is from previous rider 19 with no requested changes (put 
up top because applies to both federal and state funds).  
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1. Previous Rider 8 section with no requested changes. 
2. Previous Rider 17 with requested change of one report at end of 
3. Previous Rider 19 TSBVI portion with requested change of equalizing the funding each year (there 

was only a $600 difference).  
4. Previous Rider 19 TSD portion with no requested changes. 
5. Previous Rider 28 with requested change of aligning language of rider with correct statutory titles 

and duties of staff doing the work and corrected the statutory citation. 
6. Previous Rider 30 with no requested changes.  
7. Previous Rider 30 with no requested changes.  

 
Local Agency Risk Pool language is moved from previous Rider 31 with no requested changes.  
 
MFS language is moved from previous Rider 67 with no requested changes. However, it is shown as 
deleted/removed here due to LBB removing the funding in the GR Limit. If a decision is made to include the 
language, this is where TEA would prefer it be incorporated. 
 
Best Buddies language is moved from previous Rider 86 with no requested changes.  
 
A. Previous Rider 15 with no requested changes.  
B. Previous Rider 16 with no requested changes. 
C. Previous Rider 28 with requested change of aligning language of rider with correct statutory titles and 

duties of staff doing the work and corrected the statutory citation (same change requested in 5.). 
D. Previous Rider 66 with no requested changes. 
E. Previous Rider 61 with requested edits to remove expired statutory citation and add clarifying language 

for grants. 
F. Previous Rider 10 with change requested to clarify language to align with new consolidated rider 

format. 
G. Previous Rider 13 with requested changes to remove Commissioner transfer language as this has never 

been done in previous years. 

Previous Rider 32 no change in first paragraph but HHSC IAC language from previous Rider 32 with 
requested change to align language to HHSC Rider 71 which refers to the agreement as an IAC rather than 
an MOU. 
 
 

18 III-10 Estimated Appropriation for Incentive Aid for Voluntary District Consolidation.  Out of program funds 
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appropriated above in Strategy A.2.4, School Improvement and Support Programs, the Commissioner may 
allocate an estimated amount of $1,000,000 in each fiscal year of the biennium for incentive aid payments 
under Subchapter G of Chapter 13 of the Texas Education Code. Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Act, the Texas Education Agency may make transfers as appropriate between Strategy A.1.1, FSP - 
Equalized Operations, and Strategy A.2.4, School Improvement and Support Programs, if the actual cost of 
Incentive Aid exceeds the amount estimated in any fiscal year of the biennium.  
 
 
 
Justification: Added “of the biennium” for clarity. 
 

19 III-11 Payments to Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired and Texas School for the Deaf.  For all 
discretionary grants of state or federal funds by the Texas Education Agency, the Texas School for the Blind 
and Visually Impaired and the Texas School for the Deaf shall be considered independent school districts for 
purposes of eligibility determination, unless the Commissioner of Education and the school Superintendents 
mutually agree to an alternate consideration.   
 
Out of federal IDEA B discretionary funds appropriated above, the Texas Education Agency shall allocate 
$1,296,981 in fiscal year 20262024 and $1,297,581 in fiscal year 20272025 to the Texas School for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired, and $457,679 in each fiscal year of the 2024-25 biennium to the Texas School 
for the Deaf, to support classroom instruction.  
 
 
 
Justification: Moved language from Rider 19 into new Rider 17 Consolidated SPED Funding. 
 

20 III-11 MATHCOUNTS and Academic Competitions.  Out of Foundation School Program Gifted and Talented 
funds appropriated in B.3.1, Improving Educator Quality and Leadership, the Commissioner shall set aside 
$200,000 in each fiscal year of the biennium for the MATHCOUNTS Program. In addition, out of General 
Revenue funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.1, Statewide Educational Programs, $200,000 in each 
fiscal year of the biennium shall be allocated to the Academic Decathlon program that fosters academic 
competition predominantly for high school students.  
 
 
 
Justification: Added “fiscal” prior to year.  
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21 III-11 Communities in Schools.  Out of funds appropriated above for Strategy A.2.4, School Improvement and 
Support Programs, $30,521,816 in General Revenue and $3,898,450 in TANF funds in each fiscal year of 
the biennium 2024 and $30,521,816 in General Revenue and $3,898,450 in TANF funds in fiscal year 2025 
is allocated for the Communities In Schools Program. In addition to funds identified elsewhere in this rider, 
$943,892 in TANF funds is allocated to Strategies B.3.2 - B.3.5 for administrative purposes of the program 
each fiscal year of the 2024-25 biennium.   
 
Notwithstanding any other limitation imposed elsewhere in this Act, the Texas Education Agency may 
transfer General Revenue funds identified above and appropriated for the purpose of providing grants under 
the Communities In Schools program to Strategies B.3.2 - B.3.5 for the purpose of providing administrative 
support for the program. Transfers made under the authority of this rider may not exceed $15000,000 for the 
2026-272024-25biennium. TANF funds may be expended for administrative purposes in accordance with 
the applicable limitations of the TANF state plan.    
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for the same 
purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added “each fiscal year” instead of current language for clarity and transparency.  Increased 
Administrative transfer from $100,000 to $150,000 for the biennium to cover costs of administrating the 
program. 
 

22 III-11 Allocation of Funds to South Texas Independent School District.  Out of funds appropriated above in 
Strategy A.1.1, FSP - Equalized Operations, the Commissioner of Education shall provide the South Texas 
Independent School District with adequate access to funding under the enrichment tier of the Foundation 
School Program. The Commissioner shall adjust payments to the South Texas Independent School District 
to equal an amount to which the district would be entitled at the average effective tax rate under Texas 
Education Code, §48.202 in other school districts in Cameron County less the tax rate set by the district 
itself.  
 
 
 
No changes.  
 

23 III-11 Appropriation Limited Revenue Collections. Fees, fines, and other miscellaneous revenues as authorized 
and generated by the operation of the programs pursuant to the statutes referenced below shall cover, at a 
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minimum, the cost of the appropriations made to support the programs above in Strategies B.3.2 - B.3.5, as 
well as the "other direct and indirect costs" made elsewhere in this Act associated with those programs. 
Direct costs for the programs referenced below are estimated to be $27,001,526 each fiscal year of the 
biennium in fiscal year 2024 and $27,001,526 in fiscal year 2025 and "other direct and indirect costs" for 
these programs are estimated to be $2,379,446 in fiscal year 20262024 and $2,344,709 in fiscal year 
20272025:   
 
Program  Statutory Reference  
Guaranteed Program for School District 
and Charter School Bonds  

TEC §45.055  

Texas Certificate of High School 
Equivalency  

TEC §7.111  

Educator Certification  TEC §21.041  
Criminal History Background Check  TEC §22.0837  
Educator Preparation Program Approval 
and Accountability  

TEC §21.041  

Texas High Performance Schools 
Consortium Fee  

TEC §7.0561  

  
In the event that actual and/or projected fee revenue collections are insufficient to offset program costs, the 
Legislative Budget Board may direct that the Comptroller of Public Accounts reduce the appropriation 
authority provided for these programs to be within the amount of fee revenue expected to be available.   
 
All fees collected in excess of the Comptroller of Public Accounts Biennial Revenue Estimate for each 
individual fee program are appropriated to the Texas Education Agency to be spent on the program that 
generated the fees. Under no circumstances may the Texas Education Agency expend fees collected from 
one program in support of another program.   
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2025, are appropriated to fiscal year 2026 for the same purpose. 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for the same 
purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added “each fiscal year” instead of current language for clarity and transparency. Added UB 
authority from FY2025 to FY2026. Per LBB recommendation the cost estimates are removed as the cost to 
run the programs exceed the estimated fee revenues. 
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24 III-12 Limitation on the Transfer and Use of Funds. The restrictions of this rider, rather than those of the 

General Provisions of this Act, apply to the Texas Education Agency's transfer of appropriations between 
strategies. For the purposes of this rider, the Texas Education Agency's non-administrative strategies include 
all strategies in Goal A, Provide Education System Leadership, Guidance, and Resources, and Strategies 
B.1.1.- B.3.1. in Goal B, Provide System Oversight and Support; administrative strategies include Strategies 
B.3.2. through B.3.6. For the purposes of this rider, non-Foundation School Program strategies include 
Strategies A.2.1A.2.4 in Goal A, Provide Education System Leadership, Guidance, and Resources, and 
Strategies B.1.1B.3.1 in Goal B, Provide System Oversight and Support. For purposes of this rider, funds 
appropriated for the purpose of funding the Foundation School Program consist of the sum certain 
appropriation contained in Rider 3, Foundation School Program Funding.    
Funds appropriated to the Texas Education Agency in non-administrative strategies may not be spent for 
administrative purposes unless they are first transferred to an administrative strategy in accordance with this 
rider. The agency shall not transfer out of a non-Foundation School Program strategy. As a specific 
exception to this requirement, if the Department of Information Resources requires the Texas Education 
Agency to utilize the data center services contract to obtain information technology goods or services needed 
for the implementation of a program in a non-Foundation School Program strategy, the agency may transfer 
an amount not to exceed the cost of the specific goods or services from the non-Foundation School Program 
strategy to the agency’s Data Center Consolidation item of its capital budget. Any such transfer is excluded 
from limitations on budgetary transfers described in Article IX, Part 14, of this Act. The Texas Education 
Agency shall notify the Legislative Budget Board of any such transfer not less than 15 days prior to the 
transfer.     
 
Funds appropriated to the Texas Education Agency for the purpose of funding the Foundation School 
Program may not be transferred to a non-Foundation School Program program item of appropriation or 
expended for a non-Foundation School Program program purpose unless the Commissioner of Education 
provides written notice to the Legislative Budget Board and to the Governor of intent to transfer such funds 
at least 45 days prior to the execution of the transfer. Such transfers from the Foundation School Program 
appropriation to other items of appropriation shall not exceed $108 million in each fiscal year of the 2026-
272024-25 biennium.     
 
The Commissioner of Education will provide written notice to the Legislative Budget Board and to the 
Governor of intent to transfer federal funds awarded to the Texas Education Agency through the Individuals 
with Disabilities Act (IDEA), Part B funds, which are set aside and reserved for state-level activities and 
allowed to be used for IDEA administrative purposes, and appropriated above from non-administrative 
strategies to IDEA administrative programs 45 days prior to the execution of the transfer. Transferred 
funding shall support the agency's administration of federal IDEA, Part B programs as allowable by federal 
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regulations. This transfer may not exceed $10 million per biennium and is excluded from the $108 million 
transfer limit referenced above.   
 
From amounts included within the $108 million transfer allowance, the Commissioner may annually transfer 
up to $1 million of appropriated funds to an administrative strategy upon notification and approval from the 
LBB.  only upon approval of the Legislative Budget Board and the Governor's Office. The request shall be 
considered approved unless the Legislative Budget Board or the Governor issue a written disapproval within 
15 business days after the date the Legislative Budget Board staff concludes its review of the proposal to 
expend the funds and forwards the review to the Chair of the House Appropriations Committee, Chair of the 
Senate Finance Committee, Speaker of the House, and Lieutenant Governor. Any requests for additional 
information made by the Legislative Budget Board shall interrupt the counting of the 15 business days.  
 
The Comptroller of Public Accounts shall cooperate as necessary to assist the completion of a transfer and 
spending made under this section.    
 
 
 
Justification:  Removed duplicative words, intent is still the same. Increased transfer authority to $10M from 
$8M and kept LBB approval authority/oversight. Increased administrative transfer amount as this has 
remained static for several sessions. Aligned transfer approval process with other TEA LBB approval 
processes for clarity and transparency. 
 

25 III-13 Additional Funding Sources.  If the appropriations provided by this Act for the Foundation School 
Program are not sufficient to provide for expenditures for enrollment growth, district tax rate or taxable 
value of property, after accounting for any other appropriations made to the TEA and available for transfer 
for this purpose, the Legislative Budget Board and the Governor may provide for and may direct, the 
transfer of sufficient amounts of funds to the TEA from appropriations made elsewhere in this Act.  
 
 
 
No changes.  
 

26 III-13 Funding for Juvenile Justice Alternative Education Programs.    
 

A) Out of the funds appropriated above in Strategy B.2.2, Health and Safety, an estimated 
$5,937,500 in General Revenue funds in each fiscal year of the biennium 2024 and 
$5,937,500 in General Revenue funds in fiscal year 2025 shall be transferred to the Texas 
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Juvenile Justice Department for the support of Juvenile Justice Alternative Education 
Programs.   

B) The actual amount transferred to the Texas Juvenile Justice Department shall be determined 
by a formula established in the bill pattern for the Texas Juvenile Justice Department that is 
based on a reimbursement rate, average daily attendance, and other pertinent factors.   

C) Should the amount identified in subsection (a) be insufficient to make such a transfer to the 
Texas Juvenile Justice Department as identified in subsection (b), the Commissioner of 
Education may transfer from the Foundation School Program an amount up to the difference 
between subsection (a) and subsection (b) to Strategy B.2.2, Health and Safety. This 
difference would be transferred to the Texas Juvenile Justice Department for the purpose 
described in subsection (a).   

D) Any transfer from the Foundation School Program to Strategy B.2.2, Health and Safety 
pursuant to subsection (c), shall be subject neither to the transfer restrictions included in the 
General Provisions of this Act nor to the limitations on transfers included in Texas 
Education Agency Rider 24, Limitation on Transfer and Use of Funds. At least 45days prior 
to any transfer from the Foundation School Program, as described in subsection (c), the 
Commissioner of Education shall notify the Legislative Budget Board and the Governor of 
the amount and purpose of the transfer.  

 
 
 
Justification:  Added “each fiscal year” instead of current language for clarity and transparency. Removed 
transfer language to align with Rider 27 transfer authority to another state agency. 
 

27 III-13 FSP Funding for the Texas Juvenile Justice Department. Out of the funds appropriated above in Strategy 
B.2.2, Health and Safety, the Texas Education Agency shall allocate to the Texas Juvenile Justice 
Department a basic allotment of the Foundation School Program minus the amounts allocated to the 
department pursuant to Texas Education Code §30.102 (a) for each student in average daily attendance. 
These amounts are estimated to be $4,392,040 in fiscal year 20262024 and $4,001,840 in fiscal year 
20272025. This transfer shall not be subject to the limitation in Rider 24, Limitation on the Transfer and Use 
of Funds.  
 
 
 
 
 

28 III-13 Regional Education Service Center Dyslexia and Related Disorders CoordinatorsSpecialists. Out of the 
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funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.3, Students with Disabilities, the Commissioner of Education shall 
allocate $275,000 ($125,000 per year of General Revenue and $150,000 per year of federal IDEA 
discretionary funds) in each fiscal year of the biennium to assist provide technical assistance to dyslexia 
specialists employed at the joint program of coordinators for dyslexia and related disorders services at the 
Regional Education Service Centers pursuant to §38.0038.061 of the Texas Education Code. The joint 
program shall include as required elements the proper identification of students with dyslexia and support in 
how to best serve those students. The Regional Education Service Centers shall ensure that the program uses 
resources are used efficiently to provide a coordinator specialist to any school district or charter school that 
needs one.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Moved language from Rider into new Rider 17 Consolidated SPED Funding. Aligned 
language of rider with correct statutory titles and duties of staff doing the work and corrected the statutory 
citation. 
 

29 III-13 Certification of Pre-kindergarten Expenditures.  Out of the funds appropriated above in Strategy A.1.1, 
FSP - Equalized Operations, the Texas Education Agency shall report to the Legislative Budget Board each 
year of the biennium the maximum pre-kindergarten expenditures allowable under federal law as 
maintenance of effort for Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) and state match for the Child 
Care Development Fund. TEA shall calculate allowable expenditures using currently collected data elements 
and incorporating a methodology developed in coordination with the Legislative Budget Board.  
 
 
 
No changes. 
 

30 III-13 Recorded Instructional Materials. Out of the funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.3, Students with 
Disabilities, the Commissioner shall expend an amount not to exceed $200,000 in each fiscal year of the 
biennium fiscal year 2024 and $200,000 in fiscal year 2025to continue a program of providing state adopted 
instructional materials using digital audio technology for students with visual impairment and other print 
disabilities as appropriate in prekindergarten through 12th grade.  
 
Out of the funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.3, Students with Disabilities, the Commissioner shall 
expend an amount not to exceed $1,500,000 in each fiscal year of the biennium 2024 and $1,500,000 in 
fiscal year 2025 for the purpose of conducting an educational outreach program to provide instructional 
materials in accessible formats to individuals with print disabilities affording reading accommodation and 
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providing instruction and training in the use of accessible instructional materials and related assistive 
technology.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Moved language from Rider 30 into new Rider 17 Consolidated SPED Funding. 
 

31 III-14 Local Educational Agency Risk Pool. Out of the funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.3, Students with 
Disabilities, the Commissioner shall implement the provisions of the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA) of 2004, pertaining to a local educational agency risk pool. The Commissioner shall allocate 
allowable amounts under the Act for the each fiscal year2024 fiscal year and the 2025 fiscal year of the 
biennium to establish the high cost fund to assist districts and charter schools with high need students with 
disabilities. It is the intent of the Legislature that the use of these funds by school districts and charter 
schools does not violate the least restrictive environment requirements of IDEA of 2004, relating to 
placement and state funding systems that distribute funds based on type of setting.  
 
 
 
Justification: Moved language from Rider 31 into new Rider 17 Consolidated SPED Funding. 
 

32 III-14 Early Childhood Intervention. Out of the funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.3, Students with 
Disabilities, $16,498,102 in fiscal year 2024 and $16,498,102 in fiscal year 2025each fiscal year of the 
biennium shall be set aside from the Special Education allotment and transferred to the Health and Human 
Services Commission to support Early Childhood Intervention eligibility determination and comprehensive 
and transition services. This set-aside shall not affect the calculation of the number of students in weighted 
average daily attendance under Texas Education Code §48.202.  
 
The Texas Education Agency (TEA) shall sustain a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)enter into an 
Interagency Contract (IAC) with the Health and Human Services Commission for the purpose of supporting 
providing funds to Early Childhood Intervention contractors for eligibility determination and comprehensive 
and transition services. The MOU IAC shall include a listing of the specific services that the funding will 
support and any other provisions the agencies deem necessary. TEA shall provide a signed copy of the 
Memorandum of Understanding IAC to the Legislative Budget Board and the Office of the Governor, no 
later than October 1, 20262024.   
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Justification:  Moved language from Rider 32 into Rider 17 Consolidated SPED Funding. Added “each 
fiscal year” instead of current language for clarity and transparency. Aligned rider language to HHSC 
Rider 71 which refers to the agreement as an IAC rather than an MOU.  
 

33 III-14 Funding for Regional Education Service Centers: Out of the funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.4, 
School Improvement and Support, the Commissioner shall distribute $11,875,000 in each fiscal year of the 
biennium 2024 and $11,875,000 in fiscal year 2025 to Regional Education Service Centers to provide 
professional development and other technical assistance services to school districts. No more than one-third 
of the amounts identified in this rider shall be distributed by the Commissioner for core services based on 
criteria established in the Texas Education Code §8.121. The remaining amounts shall be distributed through 
a formula based on:  

(a) geographic considerations; and  
(b) school districts serving less than 1,600 students and open-enrollment charter schools.  

 
The formula for distribution shall be determined by the Commissioner but shall provide enhanced funding to 
Regional Education Service Centers that primarily serve small and rural school districts. The Commissioner 
shall obtain approval for the distribution formula from the Legislative Budget Board and the Governor if a 
change has been made from the prior year's formula for distribution.  
 
Each Regional Education Service Center shall include in the biennial report to the Commissioner, by a date 
and in a format established by the Commissioner, the following data as relates to expenditures in the prior 
state fiscal year:  
 

(a) the amount of savings provided to school districts as a result of services provided by a Regional 
Education Service Center, by total amount and on a per student in weighted average daily 
attendance (WADA) served basis;  

(b)  services provided by the Regional Education Service Centers and a cost comparison to similar 
services provided by alternative providers;  

(c) for each service provided by the Regional Education Service Center, the number of full-time 
equivalent Regional Education Service Center positions, total salaries, and the method of financing 
associated with the service; and  

(d) a description of all programs and funding amounts (contracts and grants) transferred from TEA to 
the Regional Education Service Centers during the prior state fiscal year. The report shall identify 
instances in which a transfer is added to the administrative cost of a program and any evidence 
suggesting that a transfer delayed the distribution of program funds to school districts.  
 

The Commissioner shall provide a consolidated report of the data described above no later than December of 
each even numbered year, to the Legislative Budget Board, the Governor's Office, and to the presiding 
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officers of the standing committees with primary jurisdiction over public education in the Texas House and 
the Texas Senate.  
 
No funds transferred to the Regional Education Service Centers or to school districts may be used to hire a 
registered lobbyist.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added “each fiscal year” instead of current language for clarity and transparency.  
 

34 III-15 Receipt and Use of Grants, Federal Funds, and Royalties. The Commissioner of Education is authorized 
to apply for, receive and disburse funds in accordance with plans or applications acceptable to the 
responsible federal agency or other public or private entity that are made available to the State of Texas for 
the benefit of education and such funds are appropriated to the specific purpose for which they are granted. 
For the 2026-272024-25 biennium, the Texas Education Agency is appropriated any royalties and license 
fees from the sale or use of education products developed through federal and state funded contracts 
managed by the agency. The Texas Education Agency shall report on a quarterly basis to the Legislative 
Budget Board and to the Governor on grants or earnings received pursuant to the provisions of this rider, 
and on the planned use of those funds.  
 
Any grant or royalty balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated for the 20272025 fiscal year for 
the same purpose.  
 
 
 
No changes. 
 

35 III-15 Child Nutrition Program. It is the intent of the Legislature that the Child Nutrition Program payments to 
independent school districts be budgeted at the Texas Education Agency. Included in the amounts 
appropriated above to the Texas Education Agency for the 2026-272024-25 biennium is 
$5,861,808,5054,954,629,696 out of Federal Funds and $28,486,00227,247,874 out of the General Revenue 
Fund to provide reimbursements for the National School Lunch, School Breakfast, After School Care, and 
Seamless Summer Option Programs.  
 
Under the authority of the letter of agreement between the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Texas 
Department of Agriculture, the Texas Department of Agriculture shall administer the Child Nutrition 
Program. Included in the amounts appropriated elsewhere in this Act to the Texas Department of Agriculture 
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for the 2026-272024-25biennium is $80,932,32169,404,200 out of Federal Funds and $398,248 out of the 
General Revenue Fund in Strategy C.1.1, Support Federally Funded Nutrition Programs in Schools and 
Communities, to administer the Child Nutrition Program.   
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are hereby appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for 
the same purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Updated amounts per discussions with Texas Department of Agriculture.  
 

36 III-15 JJAEP Accountability. The Commissioner shall provide information to the Texas Juvenile Justice 
Department (TJJD) for the purpose of the TJJD preparing the juvenile justice alternative education program 
performance assessment report and submitting the report to the Legislative Budget Board and the Governor 
by May 1, 20262024. The Commissioner shall provide to the TJJD the requested information if the request 
provides a minimum of 20 business days in which to respond.  
 
 
 
No changes.  
 

37 III-15 Capital Budget Expenditures from Federal and Other Funding Sources.  The Texas Education Agency 
is exempted from the capital budget rider provisions contained in Article IX of this Act when gifts, grants, 
inter-local funds, and federal funds are received in excess of the amounts identified in the agency's capital 
budget rider and such funds are designated by the donor, grantor, or federal agency for the purchase of 
specific capital items.   
 
Amounts expended from these funding sources shall not count against the limitation imposed by capital 
budget provisions elsewhere in this Act. For projects related to revision of major state data systems, TEA 
shall notify the Legislative Budget Board and the Governor upon receipt of such funds of the amount 
received and the planned expenditures. It is the intent of the Legislature that projects funded in any part 
under the authority of this rider not be exempt from any requirements of the Quality Assurance Team.  
 
The Texas Education Agency may transfer from a non-capital budget item to an existing capital budget item 
or a new capital budget item not present in the agency's bill pattern to purchase furniture or offices supplies 
for staff, provided that those staff support the implementation of a federal program, and are completely paid 
for with federal funds appropriated above. Such a purchase is contingent upon:   
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(a) implementation of a new, unanticipated project that is 100 percent federally funded; or   
(b) the unanticipated expansion of an existing project that is 100 percent federally funded; and   
(c) notification to the State Auditor's Office and the Comptroller of Public Accounts, and approval from 

the Legislative Budget Board and Governor.   
The request shall be considered approved unless the Legislative Budget Board or the Governor issue a 
written disapproval within 15 business days after the date the Legislative Budget Board staff concludes its 
review of the proposal to expend the funds and forwards the review to the Chair of the House 
Appropriations Committee, Chair of the Senate Finance Committee, Speaker of the House, and Lieutenant 
Governor. Any requests for additional information made by the Legislative Budget Board shall interrupt the 
counting of the 15 business days.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Revised language to allow for a broader range of unanticipated needs related to new federal 
programs. During the pandemic/post-pandemic period, TEA has received federal funding for a variety of 
purposes not contemplated during the preceding legislative session; and expects this trend to continue into 
the future. The amended rider would continue to require the expenditures to be fully federally funded but 
would remove the restriction that the expenditures be for furniture or office supplies. 
 

38 III-16 Permanent School Fund Distribution Rate. At least 45 days prior to the adoption of the distribution rate 
from the Permanent School Fund to the Available School Fund by the State Board of Education, the Texas 
Education Agency shall report to the Legislative Budget Board and the Governor on the following:   
 

a. The distribution rate or rates under consideration;   
b. The assumptions and methodology used in determining the rate or rates under 
consideration;   
c. The annual amount the distribution rate or rates under consideration are estimated to 
provide, and the difference between them and the annual distribution amounts for the preceding 
three biennia; and   
d. The optimal distribution amount for the preceding biennium, based on an analysis of 
intergenerational equity, and the difference between it and the actual distribution amount.  

 
 
 
Justification: Deleted rider as TEA recommends relocating this rider (with minor modifications) to the bill 
pattern of the Permanent School Fund Corporation (PSFC). TEA has aligned with the PSFC on this 
recommendation. 
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39 III-16 Educator Quality and Leadership.  Out of General Revenue Funds appropriated above in Strategy B.3.1, 

Improving Educator Quality and Leadership, the Commissioner shall expend $14,500,000 in each fiscal year 
of the biennium 2024 and $14,500,000 in fiscal year 2025 for initiatives that will systematically transform 
educator quality and effectiveness statewide through improved teacher and principal hiring and recruitment, 
mentoring, preparation including standards related to educator preparation and program quality, induction, 
evaluation, professional development, including micro-credential certification programs, career pathways, 
and retention. The Commissioner shall ensure that funds directed by this rider are allocated in a manner that 
maximizes receipt of federal grant funding for similar purposes.   
 
From amounts referenced in the paragraph above, the Commissioner shall set aside funds for the following 
purposes:   

a) $7,000,000 $5,000,000 for the 2026-272024-25 biennium to implement standards on educator 
quality, including standards related to educator preparation principal quality, and other 
innovative educator leadership and staffing supports;    

b) $2,000,000 for the 2026-272024-25 biennium for Humanities Texas to support the Teacher 
Institute program targeting teachers in their first or second year of service in geographic areas 
with low student achievement on state assessments; and   

c) $19,500,000 14,500,000for the 2026-272024-25 biennium to support Innovative Programs that 
support educator development or increase achievement outcomes based on a proven and 
demonstrable track record of improving student, campus, and district achievement, such as Math 
Innovation Zones, Systems of Great Schools, and other innovative campus or district systems 
improvements and Replicating Great Options. The Commissioner shall require any entity with 
which the Texas Education Agency contracts for purposes of administering Innovative programs 
to provide any expenditure and performance data deemed necessary to assess the success of the 
program; and,    

d) $500,000 for the 2026-272024-25 biennium for the development and implementation of a 
Digital Teaching Micro-Credential to recognize educator readiness and skill in delivering virtual 
education with excellence and geared toward student success.  
 

Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for the same 
purpose.    
 
 
 
Justification:  Added “each fiscal year” instead of current language for clarity and transparency. Added 
more clarity to the rider and specified uses to account for all funds. Deleted Replicating Great Options as it 

Page 188 of 364



3.B. Rider Revisions and Additions Request 
(continued) 

 

 Page 32 

is no longer supported by the rider.  
 

40 III-17 Early Childhood School Readiness Program.  Out of funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.1, 
Statewide Educational Programs, $3,250,000 in each fiscal year of the biennium 2024 and $3,250,000 in 
fiscal year 2025 shall be distributed to the Children's Learning Institute at the University of Texas Health 
Science Center at Houston to be used to support the Early Childhood School Readiness Program. The Early 
Childhood School Readiness Program resources and services will be provided to public prekindergarten, 
Head Start, university early childhood programs, and/or private non-profit early childhood care programs 
that have entered into an integrated program with a public school. The Texas Education Agency shall 
expend these funds in accordance with the following provisions:   
 
Funds shall be distributed on a competitive grant basis to preschool programs to provide scientific, research-
based instruction across primary development domains including, but not limited to, physical, mathematical 
concepts and thinking, language and communication, literacy, reading and writing, and social emotional 
development with the goal of directly improving the skills of three- and four-year-old children and 
improving overall kindergarten readiness. To be eligible for the grants, applicants must serve at least 75 
percent low income students, as determined by the Commissioner. It is the intent of the Legislature that the 
Texas Education Agency participate to the extent practicable in interagency early childhood education and 
care coordination initiatives. This includes, but is not limited to, participation in the Head Start collaboration 
project or any other interagency entity formed to address the coordination of early childhood care and 
education service delivery and funding.   
 
From amounts referenced above, the Texas Education Agency shall ensure that the Children's Learning 
Institute at the University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston uses funds to support the Texas School 
Ready! system, Engage, and CIRCLE platforms and implement the following requirements:  
 

a. Provide statewide online access to research-based professional development for 
beginning, intermediate and advanced instruction and activities across the primary 
developmental domains;  

b. Provide statewide online access to research-based professional development courses 
across the primary developmental domains;   

c. Provide statewide access and support for CIRCLE student progress monitoring to assist 
teachers with determining a child's progress in the primary developmental domains and 
plan effective instruction; and   

d. Significantly increase the impact and use of the Texas School Ready! system, Engage, 
and CIRCLE platforms.  
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The Commissioner shall require The Children's Learning Institute to provide any expenditure and 
performance data deemed necessary to assess the success of the program in meeting the requirements 
identified in this rider.  
 
In the expenditure of funds referenced above, the Texas Education Agency or any entity with which the 
Texas Education Agency contracts for purposes of administering programs under this rider shall comply 
with contract management requirements pursuant to Texas Government Code, Chapter 2262.   
 
As a condition of receipt of these funds, the Commissioner shall require the Children's Learning Institute to 
submit a report to the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, the Speaker of the House, the Legislative Budget 
Board, and the presiding officers of the standing committees of the Legislature with primary jurisdiction 
over public education not later than December 1 of each year providing detailed information on the 
expenditure of state funds and performance data in the prior fiscal year for purposes of programs 
administered under this rider.    
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for the same 
purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added “each fiscal year” instead of current language for clarity and transparency. 
 

41 III-18 Student Success Initiative/Community Partnerships.  Out of funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.1, 
Statewide Educational Programs, the Commissioner shall expend $5,245,000 in General Revenue in each 
fiscal year of the biennium 2024 and $5,245,000 in General Revenue in fiscal year 2025 for the Student 
Success Initiative/Community Partnerships. The Commissioner shall award grants to schools with high 
percentages of students who do not perform satisfactorily on relevant state assessments, and that serve the 
most struggling neighborhoods, as determined by the Commissioner, to implement a comprehensive support 
program that increases the number of students performing on grade level by leveraging academic, 
community, and governmental supports. The Commissioner shall prioritize issuing awards based on 
applications that demonstrate a commitment to improved outcomes on clear performance measures.    
 
The Commissioner may require any entity with which the Texas Education Agency contracts for purposes of 
administering the programs under this rider to provide any expenditure and performance data deemed 
necessary to assess the success of the program.   
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Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for the same 
purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added “each fiscal year” instead of current language for clarity and transparency.   
 

42 III-18 School Improvement and Governance Support. Out of General Revenue funds appropriated above in 
Strategy A.2.4, School Improvement and Support Programs, the Commissioner shall expend $1,237,500 in 
each fiscal year of the biennium 2024 and $1,237,500 in fiscal year 2025 to provide intervention, 
governance and turnaround assistance, and technical assistance to campuses, districts and charter schools in 
accordance with provisions related to the state accountability system under Texas Education Code, Chapter 
39, and federal law related to school accountability.    
 
From amounts referenced above, the Commissioner shall set aside funds for the following purposes:   

a. to provide campus, charter, and district intervention;   
b. to provide governance and turnaround assistance services to districts and campuses with identified 

student performance or financial concerns; and   
c. to provide technical or governance assistance to charter schools.   

 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are hereby appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for 
the same purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added “each fiscal year” instead of current language for clarity and transparency.  
 

43 III-18 Virtual School Network. From funds appropriated above in Strategy B.3.5, Information Systems and 
Technology, $400,000 in General Revenue in each fiscal year of the 2024-25 biennium shall be used for the 
operation of a state virtual school network. The Commissioner shall use agency resources and information 
systems to operate the state virtual school network.   
 
In addition to the amounts above, all revenues received under the authority of Texas Education Code, 
Chapter 30A are hereby appropriated to the Texas Education Agency for the 2026-272024-25 biennium for 
the purpose of administering the state virtual school network.    
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for purpose.  
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Justification:  Removed “2024-25” prior to the biennium as it is not necessary.  
 

44 III-18 Texas Advanced Placement Initiative.  Out of the General Revenue funds appropriated above in Strategy 
A.2.1, Statewide Educational Programs, the Commissioner shall spend $9,250,000 in fiscal year of the 
biennium 2024 and $9,250,000 in fiscal year 2025 to fund the Texas Advanced Placement Initiative.   
 
In the administration of the Texas Advanced Placement Initiative, funding shall be allocated for both the 
pre-Advanced Placement/International Baccalaureate activities and for the Advanced Placement Incentive 
Program. In the allocation of funding for the Texas Advanced Placement Initiative, the Texas Education 
Agency shall award funds for examination fee subsidies for students and for teacher training.   
 
It shall be the goal of the Texas Education Agency that Advanced Placement/International Baccalaureate 
courses are available at as many public school campuses as possible, without regard to the rural/urban status 
of the campus and the socioeconomic characteristics of its students.    
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for the same 
purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added “each fiscal year” instead of current language for clarity and transparency.  
 

45 III-19 Teach for America. From funds appropriated above in Strategy B.3.1, Improving Educator Quality and 
Leadership, the Commissioner shall expend $5,500,000 in General Revenue each in fiscal year of the 
biennium 2024 and $5,500,000 in General Revenue in fiscal year 2025 to support the Teach for America 
program in Texas.   
 
It is the intent of the Legislature that by the end of fiscal year 20272025 at least 2,100 Teach for America 
public school employees be employed in Texas schools that serve a proportion of economically 
disadvantaged students above the state average.   
 
Funding shall be allocated in such a manner as to prioritize employment of Teach for America teachers in 
the field of mathematics to the extent practicable.   
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As a condition of receipt of these funds, the Commissioner shall require Teach for America to work jointly 
with the Texas Education Agency and representatives of districts which employ Teach for America 
graduates on implementing a plan to improve retention rates of Teach for America teachers. The 
Commissioner shall require Teach for America to provide any expenditure and performance data deemed 
necessary to assess the success of Teach for America in meeting the requirements identified in this rider.   
 
In addition, the Commissioner shall require the provision of information on:  
 

a. the number of Teach for America first and second year corps members (identified by cohort) in 
the state specified by school year and public school district or charter campus to which they are 
assigned;   

b. the number of Teach for America graduates in the state who are employed by a public school 
district or charter, by school year, length of service, job title, district or charter campus of 
current employment, and district or charter campus to which the graduate was initially 
assigned;   

c. the number of Teach for America graduates in the state who are no longer employed by a 
public school district or charter, length of service, and reason for leaving public school 
employment; and   

d. demographic information for Teach for America corps members and graduates as determined 
by the Commissioner.    

 
The Commissioner shall submit a report to the Legislative Budget Board and the Office of the Governor on 
implementation of the teacher retention plan, success of the Teach for America program, and requested data 
by November 1, 20262024.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added “each fiscal year” instead of current language for clarity and transparency. Removed 
outdated language that was added to rider in 2015 (84th) as the plan was created, implemented, and the 
retention rates are similar to non-TFA educators. TEA grants division requires reporting information from 
all grantees and the grantee is required to submit the requested data as a fulfillment of the grant. Included 
demographic information as required data collection. 
 

46 III-19 Amachi Texas.  From funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.2, Achievement of Students at Risk, the 
Commissioner shall allocate $5,000,000 in General Revenue in each fiscal year of the 2024-25 biennium to 
the Amachi Texas program for mentoring children of incarcerated parents and other at-risk identified 
students. To the extent possible, in the administration of the Amachi Texas program, Big Brothers Big 

Page 193 of 364



3.B. Rider Revisions and Additions Request 
(continued) 

 

 Page 37 

Sisters Lone Star shall coordinate with other community-based entities providing training for mentors and 
mentoring services and shall seek additional funding from other private and public sources in order to 
expand services to more eligible children. The Commissioner may require Big Brothers Big Sisters Lone 
Star to provide any expenditure and performance data necessary to assess the success of the program.   
 
Any unexpended balances available as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for 
the same purpose.  
 
 
 
No changes.  
 

47 III-19 Texas Academic Innovation and Mentoring.   From funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.1, 
Statewide Educational Programs, the Commissioner shall allocate $2,137,500 in General Revenue in each 
fiscal year of the 2024-25 biennium to the Texas Alliance of Boys and Girls Clubs for statewide operation of 
the Texas Academic Innovation and Mentoring Program (Texas AIM). The Commissioner may require the 
Texas Alliance of Boys and Girls Clubs to provide any expenditure and performance data necessary to 
assess the success of the program.   
 
Any unexpended balance as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated for the fiscal year 20272025 for the 
same purpose.  
 
 
 
No changes. 
 

48 III-20 Perkins Reserve Fund Distribution.  In the distribution of federal funds appropriated above in Strategy 
A.2.1, Statewide Educational Programs, the agency shall include the percentage of a school district's Career 
and Technical Education courses that meet a regional labor market need as defined by the Local Workforce 
Development Board for the district's region as one of the criteria for distribution of Reserve Funds from the 
Perkins Basic Grant to school districts, in accordance with federal law. A region is defined as the Workforce 
Development Areas organized by the Texas Workforce Commission.   
 
The agency shall include information on the impact of this provision to the distribution of Reserve Funds to 
Texas school districts in its Perkins Consolidated Annual Report to the U.S. Department of Education.  
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No changes.  
 

49 III-20 Texas Gateway and Online Resources.   Out of General Revenue funds appropriated above in Strategy 
A.2.1, Statewide Educational Programs, the Commissioner shall allocate $7,302,500 in each fiscal year of 
the 2024-25 biennium to support online educator and student resources. From amounts referenced above, the 
Commissioner shall set aside funds for the following purposes:   
 

a. $3,000,000 in each fiscal year of the 2024-25 biennium for the hosting, and maintenance of 
online educator and student educational resources and the secure provisioning of user 
accounts;   

b. $1,352,500 in each fiscal year the 2024-25 biennium for the Lesson Study Initiative which 
include teacher development of best-practice lessons and supporting tools;   

c. $1,950,000 in each fiscal year of the 2024-25 biennium to reimburse districts for costs related 
to students taking On Ramps Dual Enrollment courses; and   

d. $1,000,000 in each fiscal year of the 2024-25 biennium to reimburse district costs related to 
professional development provided by UTeach and other providers, focused on improving 
blended-learning teacher preparation.  

 
To ensure effective monitoring of programs funded by this rider and the efficient use of public resources, the 
Commissioner of Education may use funds appropriated above and allocated by this rider to develop tools 
necessary to collect, manage, and analyze performance data on the programs funded by this rider. The Texas 
Education Agency shall notify the Legislative Budget Board at least 30 days prior to the date the agency 
expects to expend funds for such purposes.   
 
The Commissioner shall report to the Legislative Budget Board and the Office of the Governor expenditure 
and performance data by October 1 of each fiscal year of the biennium. The information submitted must 
include:   
 

a. Measures of program impact, including the number of school districts and open-enrollment 
charter schools served; the number of campuses served; the number of teachers served; and the 
number of students served by the program;   

b. Measures of program effectiveness, including student achievement and teacher growth; and   
c. Program expenditures delineated by activity.   
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Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2025, are appropriated to fiscal year 2026 for the same purpose. 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for the same 
purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added UB from FY2025 to FY2026.  
 

50 III-20 Contingent Appropriation: Charter District Bond Guarantee Reserve Fund.  Contingent on the 
Commissioner of Education receiving a determination that a charter district will be or is unable to pay 
maturing or matured principal or interest on a guaranteed bond pursuant to §45.058 of the Texas Education 
Code, the Texas Education Agency is appropriated out of the available balance in the Charter District Bond 
Guarantee Reserve Fund an amount as necessary to make payments pursuant to §45.0591 of the Texas 
Education Code. If the balance in the Charter District Bond Guarantee Reserve Fund is insufficient to pay 
the amount due on a guaranteed bond, pursuant to §45.0591(b) of the Texas Education Code the balance of 
the unpaid principal and interest shall be paid from the Permanent School Fund.  

51 III-21 Open Education Resource Instructional Materials. Out of funds appropriated above in Strategy B.2.1, 
Technology/Instructional Materials, the Commissioner shall set aside $10,000,000 from the Technology 
and Instructional Materials and Technology Fund in each fiscal year of the biennium to issue a request for 
proposals for state developed open education resource instructional materials under Texas Education Code 
§31.071. It is the intent of the Legislature that the request should prioritize the procurement of full subject 
tier one instructional materials in English language arts and mathematics courses in kindergarten through 
grade eight; prekindergarten, in subject areas related to English language arts and mathematics; and all 
foundation curriculum courses in kindergarten through grade five in a manner that permits the instruction of 
the content to be provided in an integrated manner; and for approximately 240 minutes of instructional time 
per day, including time needed each day for accelerated instruction under Section 28.0211. materials in 
subject areas that constitute the bulk of school district purchases, including subject areas aligned with the 
State Board of Education curriculum revision schedule, advanced secondary courses supporting the study of 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics, and courses commonly offered for dual credit under 
Texas Education Code §28.009 for which the agency determines that high-quality open education resource 
instructional materials are not readily available. The commissioner shall collaborate with the commissioner 
of higher education to ensure that the rigor level of any state-developed open education resource 
instructional materials for dual credit courses is reflective of collegiate expectations.  
  
From funds appropriated above in Strategy B.3.2., Agency Operations, $14,005,568 in General Revenue 
funds in each fiscal year of the biennium for the continuous improvement review and development of OER 
instructional materials.  
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Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2026, are appropriated for fiscal year 2027 for the same 
purposes.   
 
The Commissioner shall require that any external entity developing open education resource instructional 
materials funded by this rider provide any data deemed necessary to assess the progress and success in 
developing such materials. The Commissioner shall annually submit a report by September 1 to the 
Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, the Speaker of the House, the Legislative Budget Board, and the 
presiding officers of the standing committees of the legislature with primary jurisdiction over public 
education. The report shall include information on the number and type of open education resource 
instructional materials developed, use of those materials by school districts and open-enrollment charter 
schools and plans for assessing the effectiveness of those materials.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added language from HB 1605 (88th) to clarify prioritization and incorporated related 
funding. Updated the statutory name of the Instructional Materials and Technology Fund (technically there 
were two bills that passed in the 87th both with slightly different names). 
 

52 III-21 Reporting on Open-Enrollment Charter Schools Out of funds appropriated above, the Texas Education 
Agency shall annually collect information from each open-enrollment charter school concerning fees 
collected from students by the open-enrollment charter school under the authority of Section 12.108 (b), 
Education Code, and information about students enrolled in an open enrollment charter school who do not 
complete the school year at the school. The agency shall produce and submit to the legislature by January 1 
of each year a report that details the following:   

(a) the amount each open enrollment charter school collects for each type of fee listed by 
Section 11.158 (a), Education Code; and   

(b) the number of students enrolled in the charter school who do not complete the school year at 
the school by leaver code and by the six-week period the student exited.  

 
 
 
No changes.  
 

53 III-21 Reporting on Year-Round Schools. Out of funds appropriated above, the Texas Education Agency shall 
maintain a list of schools operating on a year-round system under Education Code §25.084. The agency shall 
provide a list of the schools operating on a year-round system by January 1, 20262024, and January 1, 
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20272025. The information required by this rider shall be posted on the agency's website and submitted to 
the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, the Speaker of the House, the Legislative Budget Board, and the 
presiding officers of the standing committees of the legislature with primary jurisdiction over public 
education.  
 
 
 
No changes.  
 

54 III-21 Mathematics Achievement Academies.  Out of General Revenue Funds appropriated above in Strategy 
A.2.1, Statewide Educational Programs, the Texas Education Agency shall use $3,850,000 each in fiscal 
year of the biennium 2024 and $3,850,000 in fiscal year 2025to host highly professional, research-based 
Mathematics Achievement Academies for teachers  who provide mathematics instruction to students at any 
grade level, to take place during the summer and school year, utilizing a curriculum focused on systemic 
instructional practices in mathematics in accordance with Texas Education Code §21.4553. In adopting 
criteria for selecting teachers who may attend under Section 21.4553(c)(1) and (c)(2), the Commissioner 
shall prioritize campuses with high percentages of students who do not perform satisfactorily on relevant 
state assessments. The Commissioner may use funds appropriated above to implement provisions of 
legislation relating to monitoring the effectiveness of the Mathematics Achievement Academy and its effect 
on teacher performance.   
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2025, are appropriated to fiscal year 2026 for the same purpose. 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated for fiscal year 20272025 for the 
same purposes.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added “each fiscal year” instead of current language for clarity and transparency.  
Added UB authority from FY2025 to FY2026.   
 

55 III-21 Literacy Achievement Academies. Out of General Revenue Funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.1, 
Statewide Educational Programs, the Texas Education Agency shall use $7,125,000 each in fiscal year of the 
biennium 2024 and $7,125,000 in fiscal year 2025 to host highly professional, research-based Literacy 
Achievement Academies for teachers  who provide reading instruction to students at any grade level with a 
curriculum including the identification of students with dyslexia and focused on how to teach core reading 
and writing skills in accordance with Texas Education Code §21.4552. In adopting criteria for selecting 
teachers who may attend under Section 21.4552(c)(1) and (c)( 2), the Commissioner shall prioritize 
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campuses with high percentages of students who do not perform satisfactorily on relevant state 
assessments.   
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2025, are appropriated to fiscal year 2026 for the same purpose. 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated for fiscal year 20272025 for the 
same purposes.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added “each fiscal year” instead of current language for clarity and transparency.  
Added UB authority from FY2025 to FY2026.   
 
 

56 III-22 Disposition of Property and Use of Funds from Closed Charter Schools.  Any recovered state funds 
distributed under §12.106, Texas Education Code, after the revocation or other cessation of operation of an 
entity under Chapter 12, Texas Education Code, are appropriated to the Texas Education Agency for the 
management and closure of entities and disposition of state property under Chapter 12, Texas Education 
Code. Proceeds from the sale of real property returned to the state due to revocation or other cessation of 
operation of an entity under Chapter 12, Texas Education Code, are appropriated to the Texas Education 
Agency for the management and closure of entities and disposition of state property under Texas Education 
Code, Chapter 12.    
 
Funds or assets recovered through the exercise of remedies by the Texas Education Agency pursuant to a 
security interest in real property that is pledged as security for guaranteed bonds of charter districts under 
Subchapter C, Chapter 45, Subtitle I, Title 2, Texas Education Code, shall be transferred to the charter 
district bond guarantee reserve fund. In the case that assets of the Permanent School Fund were expended to 
pay debt service on such bonds, any recovered funds or assets or proceeds thereof that were pledged as 
security for guaranteed bonds of charter districts under Subchapter C, Chapter 45, Subtitle I, Title 2, Texas 
Education Code shall be transferred to the Permanent School Fund, to the extent so expended.   
 
Any unexpended and unobligated balances identified by this section remaining as of August 31, 20252023, 
are appropriated for the same purpose for the biennium beginning inSeptember 1, 20252023. Any 
unexpended and unobligated balances identified by this section remaining as of August 31, 20262024, are 
appropriated for the same purpose for the fiscal year beginning September 1, 20262024. Funds appropriated 
to the Texas Education Agency by this section that are unexpended and unobligated in excess of $2 million 
on the last day of the fiscal biennium are transferred to the Charter District Bond Guarantee Reserve Fund. 
In pursuing disposition of state real property:  
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a. The Attorney General shall represent the Texas Education Agency in transferring title to the 
state, and   

b. The General Land Office, upon request of the Commissioner of Education, may enter into an 
interagency agreement to assist with the marketing and sale of the state real property in an 
expedient manner and that allows the recovery of costs.   

 
Other than amounts transferable to the Permanent School Fund or the charter district bond guarantee reserve 
fund, one hundred percent of the receipts of property sold resulting from the revocation or cessation of 
operation of an entity under Chapter 12, Texas Education Code, are appropriated to the Texas Education 
Agency for funding the management and closure of entities and disposition of state property under Chapter 
12, Texas Education Code. Any unexpended and unobligated balances identified by this section remaining 
as of August 31, 20252023, are appropriated for the same purpose for the biennium beginning in September 
1, 20252023. Any unexpended and unobligated balances identified by this section remaining as of August 
31, 20262024 are appropriated for the same purpose for the fiscal year beginning September 1, 20262024.  
 
 
 
Justification: Corrected a couple of typos.  
 

57 III-22 FitnessGram Program.  From funds appropriated above in Strategy B.2.2, Health and Safety, the 
Commissioner of Education shall allocate $1,900,000 in the 2026-272024-25 biennium from General 
Revenue Funds for the purposes of physical fitness assessments and related analysis. Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this Act, no amount of this funding may be expended for any other purpose except as 
described in this rider.   
 
Notwithstanding Rider 24, Limitation on the Transfer and Use of Funds, out of amounts appropriated above 
and allocated by this rider, the Texas Education Agency shall transfer an amount not to exceed $300,000 in 
the 2026-272024-25 biennium to Strategy B.3.2, Agency Operations, to use in managing and analyzing 
physical fitness assessment data provided by school districts, as required by §38.104 of the Texas Education 
Code. The agency shall use agency personnel to fulfill the statutory requirements of §38.104. All other 
funding directed by this rider shall be used to provide grants to school districts to support the administration 
of physical fitness assessments and related activities required by Texas Education Code, Section 38.101 and 
Section 38.103.     
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2025, are appropriated to fiscal year 2026 for the same purpose. 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for the same 
purpose.  
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Justification:  Added UB authority from FY2025 to FY2026. 
 

58 III-23 College and Career Readiness School Models   Out of funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.1, 
Statewide Educational Programs, $8,075,000 in General Revenue in each fiscal year of the 2026-272024-25 
biennium is allocated to support College and Career Readiness School Models, including Pathways in 
Technology Early College High School (P-TECH), and Early College High School, and Texas Science 
Technology Engineering and Mathematics (T-STEM) programs. Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Act, The Texas Education Agency may transfer an amount not to exceed $200,000 in each fiscal year to 
Strategies B.3.2-B.3.5 for the purpose of providing administrative support for these programs.   
 
A minimum of $4,500,000 in General Revenue each fiscal year of the 2026-272024-25 biennium shall be 
used to support P-TECH programs that align with the Early College High School requirements outlined in 
Texas Education Code, Section 29.908(b), and include the following additional components:   
 

a. dual-credit enrollment for every student participating for four to six years at no cost to the 
students;   

b. academic and support services including higher education faculty, instructional materials, lab 
fees, and transportation;   

c. staff to serve as liaisons between districts, higher education institutions, and business partners; 
and   

d. high school and college counseling, intervention specialists, and other staff trained in providing 
support for students in the program.   

 
The Commissioner shall require any entity with which the Texas Education Agency contracts for purposes 
of administering the programs under this rider to provide any expenditure and performance data deemed 
necessary to assess the success of the program.   
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2025, are appropriated to fiscal year 2026 for the same purpose. 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for the same 
purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Removed T-STEM due to statutory expiration of program. Most T-STEM academies have 
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shifted into the P-TECH model and TEA is still providing support for these programs despite name change. 
Added UB from FY2025 to FY2026. 
 

59 III-23 Public Education State Funding Transparency. Out of funds appropriated above to the Texas Education 
Agency, the agency shall evaluate, for the existing and prior four biennia, state aid provided through the 
Foundation School Program and total funding available in the public education system.  for school districts 
per student in average daily attendance and per student in weighted average daily attendance. In its 
evaluation, the agency shall compare state aid with the rate of inflation and other factors impacting school 
district costs. The agency shall report its findings the following information to the Governor, the Legislative 
Budget Board, and the appropriate legislative education standing committees by December 31st of each 
year, using data from most recent fiscal year for which the data is final.  January 1, 2024. 
 
No later than January 1, 2025, the Texas Education Agency shall report on its external website the following 
information related to the Foundation School Program for fiscal years 2014 through 2024:  
 

a) the average daily attendance for charter holders;   
b) the average daily attendance for school districts;   
c) local revenue for public education;   
d) state aid for public education;   
e) the amount of state aid provided per student in average daily attendance for school 

districts, represented in constant dollars;   
f) the amount of state aid provided per student in average daily attendance for charter 

holders, represented in constant dollars;   
g) the amount of recapture revenue, represented in constant dollars;   
h) the total funding provided to school districts, represented in constant dollars.   

 
Constant dollars should consider the rate of inflation. and other factors impacting school district costs.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Edited rider to require the same reporting requirement for both years and removed “other 
factors impacting public education” as these factors are not defined and TEA does not currently report on 
these. Changed date and clarified that the report must use the most recent data that is final – this language allows 
TEA to complete the report earlier if we have final data – which we have done a few times in the past.  
 

60 III-24 Report on the Effectiveness of Certain TEA Programs.  Out of funds appropriated above in Strategy 
B.3.4, Central Administration, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) shall prepare a report on the 
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effectiveness of programs designed to accelerate student learning and support school districts and open-
enrollment charter schools in meeting state performance expectations and the requirements of House Bill 
4545 of the Eighty-seventh Legislature or similar legislation relating to the assessment of public school 
students. The report shall identify and quantify whether measurable improvements in relevant student 
outcomes are attributable to each program. The report shall also include a study of the efficacy and fidelity 
of data analysis produced through locally implemented evaluations of educational technology programs, 
digital learning resources, and instructional materials. The Commissioner may require any entity with which 
TEA contracts for purposes of administering a program to provide any expenditure and performance data 
necessary to assess the success of the program.   
 
In collaboration with the Legislative Budget Board (LBB), TEA shall develop a list of the programs and 
entities to be evaluated in the report. The report shall be distributed to the House Public Education 
Committee, the Senate Education Committee, the House Appropriations Committee, the Senate Finance 
Committee, the Governor, and the LBB by November 1, 20262024.   
 
Notwithstanding TEA Rider 24, Limitation on the Transfer and Use of Funds, an amount determined by the 
Commissioner, not to exceed five percent of the funds appropriated for each program evaluated, may be 
expended to enable ongoing program evaluation.   
 
 
 
No changes.  
 

61 III-24 Grants for Students with Autism. Out of General Revenue Funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.3, 
Students with Disabilities, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) shall use $10,000,000 in each fiscal year 
2024 and $10,000,000 in fiscal year 2025 of the biennium to provide grants for innovative services for 
students with autism. Such innovative services may include the use of interactive technology These grants 
shall be made in accordance with Texas Education Code Section 29.026.    
A program is eligible for a grant if it prioritizes meaningful inclusion of students with autism across all 
school settings  
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for the same 
purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Moved language from Rider 19 into new Rider 17 Consolidated SPED Funding.  
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62 III-24 Interstate Education Compacts. Out of General Revenue Funds appropriated above in Strategy B.3.4, 

Central Administration, the Commissioner shall allocate an amount not to exceed $320,000439,000 in each 
fiscal year of the 2026-272024-25 biennium for interstate education compact fees as authorized under Texas 
Education Code, Sections 160.02, 161.01, and 162.02.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Increased total amount of transfer due to increased compact dues for the compacts in statute. 
 

63 III-24 Funding for Customized School Safety Programming. Out of funds appropriated above in Strategy B.2.2, 
Health and Safety, the Commissioner shall allocate $1,000,000 in General Revenue Funds in each fiscal year 
of the biennium to a non-governmental organization with an established safe school institute for the 
purposes of providing customized school safety programming. The Commissioner may require the 
organization to provide any expenditure and performance data necessary to assess the success of the 
program.  
 
 
 
No changes. 
 

64 III-24 Grants for Pre-K Services at Intergenerational Facilities. Out of the General Revenue funds appropriated 
above in Strategy A.2.1, Statewide Educational Programs, the Commissioner shall spend $500,000 in each 
fiscal year of the biennium 2024 and $500,000 in fiscal year 2025 to fund grants to community non-profit 
organizations to provide Pre-K services at intergenerational facilities that also provide elderly daycare 
services in zip codes with below median household income.   
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for the same 
purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added “each fiscal year” instead of current language for clarity and transparency.  
 

65 III-24 Mobile STEM Laboratory Grant Program. Out of the General Revenue funds appropriated above in 
Strategy A.2.1, Statewide Educational Programs, the Commissioner shall allocate $3,250,000 each year of 
the biennium $3,500,000 in the 2024-25 biennium to support additional infrastructure for eight additional 
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mobile STEM labs, in addition to $750,000 in fiscal year 2024 and $3,250,000 in fiscal year 2025to provide 
grants for a nine mobile science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) laboratoriesy grant program.  
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for the same 
purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Removed one-time funding that was provided to increase the number of labs, added the new 
minimum number of labs and biennialized the FY2025 per-lab maintenance amounts. 
 

66 III-25 Athletic Programs for Students with Disabilities. Included in funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.3, 
Students with Disabilities, is $3.0 million in General Revenue funds in each year of the biennium to provide 
grants to organizations that provide statewide, Unified Sports, comprehensive early child development to 
adult transition programs with data-based health, social, leadership, transition and athletic programs for 
students with intellectual disabilities.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Moved language from Rider 66 into new Rider 17 Consolidated SPED Funding.  
 

67 III-25 Foundation School Program Transfer Authority for Individuals with Disabilities Education Act State 
Maintenance of Financial Support. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Act, if the Commissioner 
of Education is notified of a final determination by the United States Department of Education that, for a 
prior fiscal year, the state did not meet maintenance of financial support (MFS) amounts for Part B of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), or if the Commissioner of Education determines that 
the state will not meet state MFS amounts for Part B of the IDEA in the current fiscal year, the 
Commissioner of Education may transfer the amount estimated to be required to prevent an adverse federal 
action from the Foundation School Program appropriated in Strategy A.1.1, Foundation School Program - 
Equalized Operations from the Foundation School Fund No. 193 to Strategy A.2.3, Students with 
Disabilities to implement the Special Education Grant Program pursuant to the Texas Education Code 
§29.018.  
At least 30 days prior to the execution of such a transfer, the Commissioner of Education shall provide 
written notice to the Legislative Budget Board and the Governor of the intent to make such a transfer.  
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Justification:  Moved language from Rider 67 into new Rider 17 Consolidated SPED Funding. 
 

68 III-25 Blended Learning Grant Program. Out of General Revenue Funds appropriated above in Strategy B.3.1, 
Improving Educator Quality and Leadership, $6,000,000 in each fiscal year of the biennium is appropriated 
for the purpose of providing grants and other supports to school districts and open enrollment charter 
schools to assist in developing and implementing effective blended learning models.  
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2025, are appropriated to fiscal year 2026 for the same purpose. 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2026, are appropriated to fiscal year 2027 for the same purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added “and other supports” to provide flexibility beyond direct grants to LEAs.  
Added UB from FY2025 to FY2026 and from FY2026 to FY2027. 
 

69 III-25 Local Designation Systems and Teacher Incentives.  Included in amounts appropriated above in Strategy 
B.3.1, Improving Educator Quality and Leadership, are all fees generated by the operation of local 
designation systems and teacher incentives as authorized under TEC Section 21.3521 and TEC Section 
48.112 (estimated to be $9,380,000 $2,084,000 in fiscal year 20262024 and $5,970,000 $3,486,000 in fiscal 
year 20272025). Fee revenue collections appropriated under this rider are to be used exclusively for the 
purpose of administering the programs under TEC Section 21.3521 and TEC Section 48.112.   
 
Notwithstanding Rider 24, Limitation on the Transfer and Use of Funds, and notwithstanding the transfer 
provisions of Article IX, Part 14, out of funds appropriated above and allocated by this rider, the Texas 
Education Agency may transfer fee revenue collections that are in excess of the Biennial Revenue Estimate 
amount needed to comply with TEC Section 21.3521(d)(2) to Strategies B.3.2, Agency Operations, and 
B.3.5, Information Systems – Technology, to use in administrative and technical support for ering the 
program.   
 
Any unexpended and unobligated balances remaining as of August 31, 20252023, are appropriated for the 
same purpose for the fiscal year beginning September 1, 20252023. Any unexpended and unobligated 
balances remaining as of August 31, 20262024, are hereby appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 for the 
same purpose.   
 
In addition, out of funds appropriated above in Strategy A.1.1, FSP-Equalized Operations, 
$640,121,854150,986,120 in fiscal year 20262024 and $856,613,864$197,681,715 in fiscal year 20272025 
is allocated for the local designation systems and teacher incentives under TEC Section 21.3521 and TEC 

Page 206 of 364



3.B. Rider Revisions and Additions Request 
(continued) 

 

 Page 50 

Section 48.112. The estimated number of designations for fiscal year 20262024 include 8,8422,349 master, 
26,5266,584 exemplary, and 22,9898,079 recognized teachers. The estimated number of designations for 
fiscal year 20272025 include 11,2682,866 master, 33,8068,360 exemplary, and 29,2998,531 recognized 
teachers.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Increased the estimated fees and projected allotment due to: underestimation of previous 
GAA, the growth of the program (from 240 participating districts to 600 participating districts and 25K 
designated teachers in FY24 compared to projected 75K in FY26) TEA anticipates a larger number of 
districts starting in FY 2026 than FY 2027.  
Clarified the use of the fee revenue.  
 

70 III-25 Reporting Requirement: Covid 19 Funding to School Districts. Out of funds appropriated above, the 
Texas Education Agency shall develop a final report detailing the value and uses of COVID19 related 
Federal Funds provided to each school district and charter school since the beginning of the pandemic. The 
Texas Education Agency shall submit the report to the Governor, Legislative Budget Board, and any 
appropriate standing committee of the Legislature on December 1st and no later than June 1, 2026st of each 
fiscal year. The format and content of the report shall be specified by the Legislative Budget Board and 
posted on the TEA website.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Clarified that for the 89th Session, the report will be “final” as the funds are expiring. 
 

71 III-26 Salary Increase Maintenance for District Employees.  Included in amounts appropriated above in 
Strategy A.1.1, FSP-Equalized Operations, are funds sufficient to maintain salary increases to employees at 
school district and open-enrollment charter schools, as specified in House Bill 3, 86th Legislature, Regular 
Session. It is the intent of the Legislature that, at a minimum, school districts and open-enrollment charter 
schools shall maintain salary increases provided to employees in the 2020-2021 school year.  
 
 
 
Justification: Deleted rider as it is no longer necessary.  
 

72 III-26 Cross-Agency Coordination on Available Out of School Time Funding.    
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(a) Out of funds appropriated above, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) shall coordinate with 
the Health and Human Services Commission, Texas Workforce Commission, and the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board to identify available funding that may be utilized for 
out of school programs licensed or license-exempt under Chapter 42 of the Human 
Resources Code that develop academic, social, emotional, and physical skills through 
expanded learning opportunities during non-school hours or periods when school is not in 
session. Available funding may include, but is not limited to, 21st Century Community 
Learning Centers, Title I, Texas Rising Star, Additional Days School Year funding through 
the Foundation School Program, Texas Academic Innovation and Mentoring (AIM), and 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF).   

(b) TEA shall document processes and findings describing cross-agency coordination activities, 
funding identified, and any agency policies and practices that have been amended due to the 
application of the data. The agency shall present its processes and findings to the Expanded 
Learning Opportunities (ELO) Council by March 1, 20262024, for incorporation into the 
report required by Education Code §33.259.  

 
 
 
Justification: Rider deleted as it is no longer necessary.  
 

73 III-26 Supplemental Special Education Services Program. (a) Included in amounts appropriated above in 
Strategy A.2.3, Students with Disabilities, is $30,000,000 63,302,428 in General Revenue in each fiscal year 
2024 and $30,000,000 in General Revenue in fiscal year 2025 of the biennium for the purposes of 
implementing a supplemental special education services program for certain public school students receiving 
special education services.  
 
(b) Of amounts appropriated in Subsection (a), $33,302,428 in fiscal year 2024 is appropriated contingent 
upon the enactment of legislation amending Texas Education Code, Section 29.042 (c), to allow the 
commissioner to set aside an annual amount exceeding $30 million to fund the program.  
 
(c) Of amounts appropriated in Subsection (a), $30,000,000 in fiscal year 2025 is appropriated contingent 
upon the enactment of legislation amending Texas Education Code, Section 29.050, to extend the program 
expiration date of September 1, 2024.  
 
(b) (d) Notwithstanding Rider 24, Limitation on the Transfer and Use of Funds, and notwithstanding the 
transfer provisions of Article IX, Part 14, out of amounts appropriated above and allocated by this rider, the 
Texas Education Agency may transfer an amount not to exceed $300,000 in each fiscal year of the 

Page 208 of 364



3.B. Rider Revisions and Additions Request 
(continued) 

 

 Page 52 

biennium2024 to Strategies B.3.2, Agency Operations, and B.3.5, Information Systems - Technology, to use 
in administering the program.  
 
(e) Contingent upon the enactment of legislation amending Texas Education Code, Section 29.050, to extend 
the program expiration date of September 1, 2024, notwithstanding Rider 24, Limitation on the Transfer and 
Use of Funds, and notwithstanding the transfer provisions of Article IX, Part 14, out of amounts 
appropriated above and allocated by this rider, the Texas Education Agency may transfer an amount not to 
exceed $300,000 in fiscal year 2025 to Strategies B.3.2, Agency Operations, and B.3.5, Information Systems 
- Technology, to use in administering the program.  
 
(f) Contingent upon the enactment of legislation amending Texas Education Code, Section 29.050, to extend 
the program expiration date of September 1, 2024, any unexpended balances of these funds remaining as of 
August 31, 2024, are appropriated to the Texas Education Agency for the fiscal year beginning September 1, 
2024, for the same purpose.  
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2025, are appropriated for the fiscal year beginning September 1, 
2025, for the same purpose.    
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are hereby appropriated to the Texas Education 
Agency for fiscal year 20272025 for the same purpose for each item above.   
 
 
 
Justification:  Clarified that the rider is no longer for a pilot program and leveled out the funding each year. 
Deleted text that was contingent on legislation to extend the program expiration date as that was done in the 
88th. Added UB authority from FY2025 to FY2026.  
 
 

74 III-27 Grants For Advanced Placement Computer Science Principles Courses.  It is the intent of the legislature 
that, out of money appropriated above to the Texas Education Agency for Strategy A.2.4, School 
Improvement & Support Programs, the agency shall allocate $1,292,550 to be used in fiscal year 20262024 
and $1,292,550 for fiscal year 20272025 to assist each school district in the state in making an Advanced 
Placement Computer Science Principles course available at each high school in the district. The 
Commissioner shall adopt a process for submission of a grant application, and require that grant funds are 
used only for technology, teacher training, and other expenses related to offering an Advanced Placement 
Computer Science Principles course.  
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2026, are appropriated to fiscal year 2027 for the same purpose.  
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75 III-27 Funding for Various Programs at the Texas Education Agency Fatherhood and Parental Involvement 

in Literacy Campaign. Included in amounts appropriated above, the Texas Education Agency is 
appropriated $500,000 the following additional amounts from the in General Revenue for Fund in each 
fiscal year of the 2024-25 biennium for the Fatherhood and Parental Involvement in Literacy Campaign. for 
the specified programs:  
 
  $500,000  

Justification:  Edited rider to become a stand-alone rider as there is only one 
program funded 
 
 
 

76 III-27 Strong Foundations Grant Program:  Included in appropriations above in Strategy A.2.1, Statewide 
Educational Programs, is $150,000,000 in General Revenue in fiscal year 20262024 for the Strong 
Foundations Grant Program. Notwithstanding Rider 24, Limitations on the Transfer and Use of Funds, and 
notwithstanding the provisions of Article IX, Part 14, the Texas Education Agency may transfer funds 
appropriated by this rider between programmatic strategies as necessary to implement Texas Education 
Code, Section 29.0881. The agency may transfer General Revenue in an amount not to exceed 0.5 percent of 
the amount appropriated for the program during the 2026-272024-25 biennium to Strategies B.3.2, Agency 
Operations, and B.3.5, Information Systems - Technology, for the purpose of providing administrative 
support.   
 
To ensure effective monitoring of programs funded by this rider and the efficient use of public resources, the 
Commissioner of Education may use funds appropriated above and allocated by this rider to develop tools 
necessary to collect, manage, and analyze performance data on the programs funded by this rider. The Texas 
Education Agency shall notify the Legislative Budget Board at least 30 days prior to the date the agency 
expects to expend funds for such purposes.  
 
Any unexpended balances of these funds remaining as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to the 
Texas Education Agency for the fiscal year beginning September 1, 20272025, for the same purpose.   
 
 
 
Justification:  Edited rider to ensure data collection and analysis to monitor programs. 
 

77 III-27 Intensive Educational Supports. Included in General Revenue amounts appropriated above in Strategy 
A.2.1, Statewide Educational Programs, is $30,000,000 in fiscal year 20262024 for the purpose of 
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implementing intensive educational supports to ensure students perform on grade level and graduate ready 
for college, career, or the military. The grant programs and interventions may include expanding learning 
options for Pathways in Technology Early College High School (PTECH); supplemental instructional 
supports, including tutoring; and learning acceleration supports, including innovation in curriculum and 
instruction, diagnosing student mastery, extended instructional time, and supports for teachers. The Texas 
Education Agency may take actions necessary to implement the intensive supports, including providing 
grants to school districts, open-enrollment charter schools, and regional education service centers.  
 
Notwithstanding any restrictions on transfers contained in this Act, the Texas Education Agency may 
transfer funds appropriated by this rider between programmatic strategies as necessary to implement the 
programs. Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 
for the same purpose.  
 
 
 
No changes. 
 

78 III-27 Interagency Cybersecurity Initiative for Public Schools.  Included in amounts appropriated above in 
Strategy B.3.5, Information Systems - Technology, is $54,633,027 $372,973 in General Revenue in fiscal 
year 20262024and $372,973 in fiscal year 20272025 to provide cybersecurity services to public school 
districts and placement and oversight of cybersecurity practitioners to assist Local Education Agencies 
(LEAs). It is the intent of the Legislature that the Texas Education Agency enter into an interagency 
agreement with the Department of Information Resources (DIR) to provide cybersecurity services for LEAs 
in accordance with DIR Strategy C.1.2, Security Services. Cybersecurity services to be provided by DIR 
may include, but are not limited to, cybersecurity assessments, end point detection response, and network 
detection response. To the greatest extent possible, the agency and DIR shall coordinate such services with 
Education Service Centers as well as Regional Security Operation Centers. In addition, the agencies shall 
prioritize the use of existing statewide contracts to procure such services and may prioritize funding to high-
need districts.  
 
Notwithstanding any restrictions on transfers contained in this Act, the Texas Education Agency may 
transfer funds appropriated by this rider between the agency’s capital budget and the agency’s non-capital 
budget as necessary to carry out the program. Such a transfer is contingent upon approval from the 
Legislative Budget Board. The request shall be considered approved unless the Legislative Budget Board 
issues a written disapproval within 15 business days after the date the Legislative Budget Board staff 
concludes its review of the proposed transfer and forwards the review to the Chair of the House 
Appropriations Committee, Chair of the Senate Finance Committee, Speaker of the House, and Lieutenant 
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Governor. Any requests for additional information made by the Legislative Budget Board shall interrupt the 
counting of the 15 business days.  
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2025, are appropriated in fiscal year 2026 for the same purpose. 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated in fiscal year 20272025 for the same 
purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added UB authority from FY2025 to FY2026. Removed dollar amounts per LBB instructions. 
However TEA suggests the program continue in some form, to support school systems. 
 

79 III-28 Civics Training Program.  Included in amounts appropriated above in Strategy A.2.1, Statewide 
Educational Programs, is $14,625,00043,875,000 in General Revenue Funds in fiscal year 20262024 for the 
purposes of developing, administering, and making available civics training programs for teachers and 
administrators at grade levels to be determined by the Commissioner of Education in accordance with Texas 
Education Code, Section 21.4555. Notwithstanding Rider 24, Limitation on the Transfer and Use of Funds, 
and notwithstanding the transfer provisions of Article IX, Part 14, out of funds appropriated above and 
allocated by this rider, the Texas Education Agency may transfer an amount not to exceed $300,000 during 
the 2026-272024-25 biennium to be allocated among Strategies B.3.2, Agency Operations, and B.3.5, 
Information Systems - Technology, to use in administering the program.    
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2025, are appropriated on September 1, 2025 for the same 
purpose. Any unexpended and unobligated balances remaining as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated 
to fiscal year 20272025 for the same purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added UB authority from FY 2025 to FY 2026. Added an additional $14,625,000 on top of the 
$29,250,000 biennialized amount included in our base, per LBB.  
 

80 III-28 Texas 1836 Project. Included in amounts appropriated above in Strategy B.3.2, Agency Operations, is 
$75,000 each fiscal year of the biennium 305,000230,000 in fiscal year 20262024 and $205,000130,000 in 
fiscal year 20272025 from General Revenue to produce a report and provide administrative support to the 
Texas 1836 Project Advisory Committee pursuant to Texas Government Code, Chapter 451 and provide 
support for the printing and distribution of the 1836 Project pamphlet.  
 

Page 212 of 364



3.B. Rider Revisions and Additions Request 
(continued) 

 

 Page 56 

Included in amounts appropriated above in Strategy B.3.2, Agency Operations, is $75,000 in General 
Revenue funds in each fiscal year of the biennium to print and distribute the Texas 1836 Project pamphlet 
pursuant to Section 451.005 of the Texas Government Code.  
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2025, are appropriated in fiscal year 2026 for the same purpose. 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated for fiscal year 20272025 for the 
same purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Combined Rider 80 and 81.  Eliminated the administrative funding per LBB directions. TEA 
does not agree that these administrative funds were one-time. Added UB authority from FY2025 to FY2026. 
 

81 III-28 Texas 1836 Project Pamphlet. Included in amounts appropriated above in Strategy B.3.2, Agency 
Operations, is $75,000 in General Revenue funds in each fiscal year of the 2024-25 biennium to print and 
distribute the Texas 1836 Project pamphlet pursuant to Section 451.005 of the Texas Government Code.  
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated for fiscal year 20272025 for the 
same purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification: Deleted rider and combined it with Rider 80.  
 

82 III-28 Space Planning and Utilization. It is the intent of the Legislature that the Texas Education Agency (TEA) 
shall maximize efficiency in space planning and utilization at its headquarters in the William B. Travis 
Building and shall vacate space used on two floors so that they may be utilized by other state agencies, 
resulting in long-term savings for the state. Accordingly, included in appropriations above in Strategy B.3.4, 
Central Administration, is $3,800,000 from the General Revenue Fund in fiscal year 2024 for TEA to 
contract with the Texas Facilities Commission (TFC) or other entities as necessary for moving services, 
space configuration and minor construction, furniture, conference room technology, carpet replacement, 
secure entry points, and related expenses to achieve the consolidation of operations into no more than five 
floors before the end of the 2024-2025 biennium. The TEA and TFC shall submit a progress report to the 
Legislative Budget Board no later than July 1, 2024.No later than July 1, 2026, the Texas Education Agency 
(TEA) and the Texas Facilities Commission shall submit a progress report to the Legislative Budget Board 
on the consolidation of TEA operations into no more than five floors of the William B. Travis Building.   
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Any unexpended and unobligated balances of funds appropriated for the purposes of this rider and remaining 
as of August 31, 2025, are appropriated for fiscal year 2026 the same purpose. Any unexpended balances as 
of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated for fiscal year 20272025 for the same purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Updated rider language for new/final report. Added UB authority for FY2025 to FY2026. 
 

83 III-28 Grant Program for Adaptive Equipment and Services. Included in amounts appropriated above to the 
Texas Education Agency, is $5,000,000 in General Revenue in fiscal year 20262024 in Strategy A.2.3, 
Students with Disabilities, to provide a grant for the provision of adaptive equipment and services for 
children with multiple disabilities in Harris County and the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex. It is the intent of 
the legislature that the grantee be a non-profit organization, such as Be an Angel, serving children with 
disabilities that has been operating at least 10 years, has audited financials, and serves more than 1,000 
children a year.  
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated for fiscal year 20272025 for the 
same purpose.  
 
 
 
No changes. 
 

84 III-28 Required Posting of Certain Information by Open-Enrollment Charter Schools. Using money 
distributed to the school from funds appropriated above, each open-enrollment charter school shall post on 
the school’s Internet website information regarding the school, including:  
 

a. student academic performance;  
b. whether the school is registered under the Texas Education Agency’s alternative education 

accountability procedures under Texas Education Code, Chapter 39; and  
c. student demographics, including the percentage of students enrolled in the school’s special 

education program.  
 
 
 
No changes. 
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85 III-29 Fentanyl Contamination Training.  
(a) Included in amounts appropriated above in Strategy B.2.2, Health and Safety, is $2,611,722 in funds 
from the Opioid Abatement Account No. 5189 in fiscal year 20262024 to provide training developed by The 
University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio utilizing Education Service Center (ESC) staff to 
school district employees regarding the dangers of fentanyl contamination.  
 
(b) It is the intent of the legislature that:  
 
(1) each ESC receive funding allocated under Subsection (a) of this rider to support salary, benefits, payroll 
costs, and travel expenses for at least one full-time equivalent position; and  
 
(2) the centers serving the five regions with the highest student enrollment receive funding allocated under 
Subsection (a) of this rider to support salary, benefits, payroll costs, and travel expenses for two full-time 
equivalent positions.  
(c) Any unexpended balance of money allocated as described by Subsection (a) of this rider remaining as of 
August 31, 20262024, is appropriated for the state fiscal year ending August 31, 20272025, for the same 
purpose.  
 
 
 
No changes.  
 

86 III-29 Best Buddies. From funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.4, School Improvement and Support 
Programs, the Commissioner shall allocate $1,000,000 in each fiscal year of the 2026-272024-25 biennium 
to support the Best Buddies program.  
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated for fiscal year 20272025 for the 
same purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Moved language from Rider 86 into new Rider 17 Consolidated SPED Funding.  
 

87 III-29 Implementation of the High School Equivalency Program. It is the intent of the legislature that, out of 
funds appropriated to the Texas Education Agency above that may be used for that purpose, the agency use 
an amount sufficient to implement the high school equivalency subsidy program described by Section 
48.302(b), Education Code.  
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No changes. 
 

88 III-29 Mental Health Services in Out of School Time. It is the intent of the Legislature that included in amounts 
appropriated above in Strategy A.2.1, Statewide Educational Programs, is $2,500,000 from General Revenue 
funds in each fiscal year of the 2024-25 biennium to fund the Texas Partnership for Out of School Time- to 
implement mental health programs in community-based out of school time (OST) and statewide 
intermediary infrastructure to support OST programs and professionals.  
 
Funds are appropriated for the following purposes:  
 

a. to promote mental health, identify youth in need, and provide early intervention to serve the 
whole child and family;  

b. to partner with local and statewide mental health providers to offer mental health services in 
OST settings;  

c. to aim to reduce the mental burden placed on under-resourced families as a result of the recent 
pandemic; and  

d. to establish community partnerships to ensure equitable access to education and promotion of 
mental health awareness.  

 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2025, are appropriated for fiscal year 2026 for the same purpose. 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated for fiscal year 20272025 for the 
same purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added UB authority from FY2025 to FY2026.  
 

89 III-30 College, Career, and Military Readiness. Included in amounts appropriated above in Strategy B.1.1, 
Assessment and Accountability System, is $250,000 in General Revenue funds in fiscal year 2024 for the 
Texas Education Agency to study the effectiveness of the College, Career, and Military Readiness indicators 
outlined in Texas Education Code, Section 39.053 (b), and their correlation to post-graduation outcomes. 
Not later than September 1, 2024, the agency shall submit to the legislature a report on the results of the 
study, with data disaggregated by student, region, and district type, and seek to determine if indicators lead 
to a self-sustaining wage.  
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Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2024, are appropriated for fiscal year 2025 for the same 
purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Deleted rider as this was a one-time evaluation.  
 

90 III-30 Interactive Online Learning Grant Programs. From funds appropriated above in Strategy A.2.1, 
Statewide Educational Programs, the Commissioner of Education shall allocate $6,000,000 in each fiscal 
year of the 2024-25 biennium from General Revenue to provide grants to school districts and open-
enrollment charter schools to assist in implementing effective, interactive online learning models in middle 
school and high school for instruction in United States History, Texas History, and English Language Arts 
that:  
 

a. align with Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills standards for United States History, Texas 
History, and English Language Arts, as applicable;  

b. include tools to monitor the progress of each individual student;  
c. include quarterly benchmark assessments that are automatically scored;  
d. include both audio narration and video components; and  
e. are offered for use in both English and Spanish.  

 
Notwithstanding Rider 24, Limitation on the Transfer and Use of Funds, and notwithstanding the transfer 
provisions of Article IX, Part 14, out of funds appropriated above and allocated by this rider, the Texas 
Education Agency may transfer an amount not to exceed $300,000 during the 2026-27 biennium to be 
allocated among Strategies B.3.2, Agency Operations, and B.3.5, Information Systems - Technology, to use 
in providing administrative and technical support for the program.  
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 2025, are appropriated for fiscal year 2026 for the same purpose. 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated for fiscal year 20272025 for the 
same purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added up to $300,000 in administrative and technical support for the program. Added UB 
authority from FY2025 to FY2026.  
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91 III-30 Food Security, School Readiness, and Recovery Pilot Grant Program. Out of funds appropriated above 
in Strategy A.2.1, Statewide Educational Programs, the Texas Education Agency shall allocate $2,500,000 
in General Revenue Funds in each year of the 2024-25 biennium to create a Food Security, School 
Readiness, and Recovery Pilot Grant Program. It is the intent of the legislature that the program include: 
food security interventions, school readiness programs including initiatives designed to help children 
transition into kindergarten, afterschool initiatives for children in kindergarten through sixth grade, and 
academic recovery initiatives designed to address learning loss as a result of the pandemic and learning loss 
over the summer months.   
 
Grantees must utilize pre- and post-assessments and evidence-based methodology to measure outcomes and 
report any expenditure and performance data requested by the Texas Education Agency necessary to assess 
the success of the pilot program. Requested information may include measures of program impact; the 
number of districts, open-enrollment charter schools, campuses, teachers, and students served; measures of 
program effectiveness, including student achievement and teacher growth; and program expenditures 
delineated by activity.  
 
Not later than August 31, 20272025, the Texas Education Agency shall report to the Legislative Budget 
Board, the Governor, the Chair of the House Appropriations Committee, the Chair of the Senate Finance 
Committee, Speaker of the House, Lieutenant Governor, and the permanent standing committees in the 
House of Representatives and the Senate with jurisdiction over public education on the program’s 
expenditure and performance data.  
 
Any unexpended balances as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated for fiscal year 20272025 for the 
same purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Removed “pilot”. 
 

92 III-30 Financial Aid for Swift Transfer.1 Notwithstanding the restrictions contained in Rider 24, Limitation on 
the Transfer and Use of Funds, of the TEA’s bill pattern, and pursuant to Texas Education Code, Section 
48.308(c), out of funds appropriated above in Strategy A.1.1, FSP - Equalized Operations, the 
Commissioner of Education shall transfer to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board from the 
Foundation School Program in each fiscal year an amount sufficient to enable certain students to enroll at no 
cost to the student in dual credit courses offered by certain public institutions of higher education (estimated 
to be $77,211,61932,300,000 in fiscal year 20262024 and $77,211,61946,300,000 in fiscal year 20272025).  
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By November 1 of each fiscal year, the TEA shall notify the Legislative Budget Board of the actual amount 
transferred to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for the purposes of this rider during the prior 
fiscal year.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added a reporting requirement from TEA to LBB on amount transferred to THECB to 
increase transparency. Updated estimates to equal 2024 payments to align with what THECB indicated they 
will show. 
 

93 III-31 Property Tax Relief3  
a. Included in amounts appropriated above to the Texas Education Agency (TEA) in Strategy 

A.1.1, is an estimated $1,583,423,208$2,839,300,000 for the 2024-25 2026-2027 biennium 
from Foundation School Fund No. 193 for compression of district property tax rates due to 
district property value growth, pursuant to Texas Education Code, Sections 48.2551 and 
48.2552 (a) and (b).   

 
b. Included in amounts appropriated above to TEA in Strategy A.1.1 and in addition to 

amounts in Subsection (a), is an estimated $198,326,703 2,465,900,000 for the 2026-2027 
2024-25 biennium from Foundation School Fund No. 193 to reduce the state compression 
percentage by 0.22 8.25 percent, due to state savings resulting from the limitation on district 
Maximum Compressed Rates during the prior biennium, pursuant to Texas Education Code, 
Section 48.2552(c).   

 
c. On September 1, 2023, the Comptroller of Public Accounts shall transfer from the General 

Revenue Fund into the Property Tax Relief Fund $6,147,400,000. On September 1, 2024, 
the Comptroller of Public Accounts shall transfer from the General Revenue Fund into the 
Property Tax Relief Fund $6,147,400,000.   

 
d. Included in amounts appropriated above to TEA in Strategy A.1.1, is $12,294,800,000 from 

the Property Tax Relief Fund for the 2024-25 biennium to provide property tax relief, 
contingent on the enactment of SB 3 and SJR 3, or similar legislation relating to providing 
property tax relief through the public school finance system and proposing a constitutional 
amendment to except certain appropriations to pay for ad valorem tax relief from the 
constitutional limitation on the rate of growth of appropriations by the Eighty-eighth 
Legislature, and subsequent voter approval of the associated constitutional amendment 
proposed by the legislation.   
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e. € It is the intent of the Legislature that any property tax relief directed by Subsection (d) 
shall be structured so as to not exceed the limit provided under Texas Constitution, Article 
VIII, Section 22, Limitation on the Rate of Growth of Appropriations.  

 
 
 
Justification:  Subsections (c) and (d) are no longer applicable, they were contingencies for additional tax 
compression in the previous biennium. 
 

94 III-31 Contingency for Public Education Funding  
 
(a) Included in amounts appropriated above and contingent on enactment of legislation relating to 
instructional materials and technology, by the Eighty-eighth Legislature, is $500,000,000 from General 
Revenue for the 2024-25 biennium to implement the provisions of the legislation.   
 
(b) Included in amounts appropriated above and contingent on enactment of legislation relating to ensuring 
safety and security in public schools, by the Eighty-eighth Legislature, is $300,000,000 from General 
Revenue for the 2024-25 biennium to implement the provisions of the legislation.   
 
(c) Contingent on enactment of any of legislation in Sections (a) and (b) of this rider and in Article IX, 
Section 18.78, Contingency for Public Education Funding, Subsections (d) - (f), and notwithstanding Rider 
24, Limitation on the Transfer and Use of Funds, TEA may transfer amounts from the Foundation School 
Program to non-Foundation School Program strategies and administrative strategies within the agency’s bill 
pattern upon approval by the Legislative Budget Board (LBB) to implement the provisions of the legislation. 
The agency shall provide to the LBB information about the request and how it serves to implement the 
provisions of the legislation. A request by TEA to transfer funds under this Subsection (c) of this rider shall 
be considered to be approved unless the LBB issues a written disapproval within 15 business days after the 
date the LBB staff concludes its review of the request and forwards the review to the Chair of the House 
Appropriations Committee, Chair of the Senate Finance Committee, Speaker of the House, and Lieutenant 
Governor. Any requests for additional information made by the LBB interrupt the counting of the 15 
business days.   
 
(d) Contingent on enactment of any legislation in Sections (a) and (b) of this rider and in Article IX, Section 
18.78, Contingency for Public Education Funding, Subsections (d) - (f), if the LBB determines that funds 
appropriated above and in Article IX, Section 18.78, Contingency for Public Education Funding, 
Subsections (d) - (f) exceed the amounts necessary to implement the legislation, the LBB may:  
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(1) instruct the CPA to reduce appropriations made by this rider and by Article IX, Section 18.78, 
Contingency for Public Education Funding, to the level determined to be required by the LBB; or   
 
(2) if the LBB determines that funds appropriated in this rider and in Article IX, Section 18.78, Contingency 
for Public Education Funding, are insufficient to implement other legislation for which funds are 
appropriated in this rider and in Article IX, Section 18.78, Contingency for Public Education Funding, the 
LBB may instruct the CPA to transfer the excess funds identified as provided by this Subsection (d) of this 
rider to implement the legislation with insufficient funding, up to the amount determined by the LBB to be 
necessary to implement the legislation with insufficient funding. Appropriations may be transferred between 
agency strategies and between agencies.  
 
Any unexpended balances remaining as of August 31, 20262024, are appropriated to fiscal year 20272025 
for the same purpose.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Original rider (a & b) has been incorporated into pre-existing riders where appropriate per 
LBB instructions.  
 

95 VIII-32 Contingency for House Bill 1225.4 Included in amounts appropriated above and contingent on enactment of 
legislation relating to the administration of certain required assessment instruments in paper format, by the 
Eighty-eighth Legislature, Regular Session, is $4,418,832 from General Revenue in each year of the 2024-
25 biennium to implement the provisions of the legislation.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Consolidated this contingency rider into Rider 12.  
 

701 NEW Unexpended Balances of Earned Federal Funds.  Notwithstanding Article IX, Section 13.10, in addition 
to amounts appropriated above, any unobligated and unexpended balances remaining from Earned Federal 
Funds as of August 31, 2025, are appropriated for the fiscal year beginning on September 1, 2025, for the 
purpose of administration of agency programs.  
 
 
 
Justification:  Added NEW rider to provide flexibility and UB authority from FY2025 to FY2026 for federal 
funds to align with other state agency flexibility (GLO and others).  
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702 NEW Unexpended Balances Appropriation: Acquisition of Information Resource Technology.  Any 
unobligated and unexpended balances of capital budget remaining as of August 31, 2025, that were 
appropriated to the Texas Education Agency for the 2024-2025 biennium for information technology 
projects 2, 3, 4, 6 and 7 in section b. of the Capital Budget rider (estimated to be $0) are appropriated for the 
next fiscal biennium beginning September 1, 2025, for the same purpose.    
 
 
 
Justification:  Added NEW rider to provide flexibility and UB authority from FY2025 to FY2026 for certain 
capital projects to align with other state agency flexibility (TWC and others). 
 

Footnotes  1 Incorporates Article IX, Section 18.04, of this Act, due to enactment of HB 8, 88th Legislature, Regular 
Session, relating to the administration, coordination, and support of public higher education, including the 
public junior college state finance program, resulting in increases of $892,751 in fiscal year 2024 and 
$1,758,657 in fiscal year 2025 out of General Revenue Funds, affecting several strategies. In addition, 
incorporates 3.0 FTEs each fiscal year.  
 
2 Incorporates Article IX, Section 18.78, of this Act, due to the enactment of HB 1605, 88th Legislature, 
Regular Session, relating to instructional material and technology, and HB 3, 88th Legislature, Regular 
Session, relating to ensuring safety and security in public schools, resulting in increases of $404,772,334 in 
fiscal year 2024 and $395,227,666 in fiscal year 2025 out of General Revenue Funds, affecting several 
strategies. In addition, incorporates 110.0 FTEs each fiscal year. Capital Budget is adjusted accordingly.  
 
3 Incorporates Article IX, Section 18.79, of this Act, due to the enactment of SB 2 and HJR 2, 88th 
Legislature, 2nd Called Session, relating to providing property tax relief through the public school finance 
system and proposing a constitutional amendment to except certain appropriations to pay for ad valorem tax 
relief from the constitutional limitation on the rate of growth of appropriations, resulting in an increases of 
$6,147,400,000 each fiscal year of the biennium out of Other Funds.  
 
4 Incorporates Article IX, Section 18.12 of this Act, due to the enactment of HB 1225, 88th Legislature, 
Regular Session, relating to the administration of certain required assessment instruments in paper format, 
resulting in increases of $4,418,832 each fiscal year of the biennium out of General Revenue Funds.  
 
5 Modified to reflect technical correction in the allocation of appropriation between fiscal years 2024 and 
2025, resulting in an increase of $500,000 in fiscal year 2024 and a decrease of $500,000 in fiscal year 2025 
out of General Revenue Funds.   
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4.A. Exceptional Item Request Schedule 
4.B. Exceptional Items Strategy Allocation Schedule 

4.C. Exceptional Items Strategy Request 
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5.A. Capital Budget Project Schedule 
5.B. Capital Budget Project Information 

5.C. Capital Budget Allocation to Strategies 
                            5.E. Capital Budget OOE and MOF by Strategy  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                Capital Budget
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6.A. Historically Underutilized Business (HUB) Supporting Schedule 
6.B. Current Biennium One-time Expenditure Schedule 

6.C. Federal Funds Supporting Schedule 
6.D. Federal Funds Tracking Schedule 

6.E. Estimated Revenue Collections Supporting Schedule 
6.F. Advisory Committee Supporting Schedule 

                              6.J. Behavioral Health Funding Schedule 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             Supporting Schedules 
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Agency Name:
Texas Education Agency

Estimated Budgeted Requested Requested
2024 2025 2026 2027

$63,302,428 $30,000,000 $30,000,000 $30,000,000
$54,633,027 $366,973 $372,973 $372,973

Mobile STEM Laboratory Grant Program $3,500,000 $0 $0 $0
Texas 1836 Project $230,000 $130,000 $0 $0
Contingency Pub Ed Funding IX 18.78 (b)('c) $3,202,201 $212,446 $0 $0
Instructional Materials and Technology $1,362,900 $1,396,100 $0 $0
School Safety SB 30 Section 4.02 $1,078,424,497 $0 $0 $0
Library Regulation $2,000,000 $0 $715,261 $715,261
Maintenance of State Financial Support for Special Education $74,626,551 $0 $0 $0
College, Career, and Military Readiness Indicator Study $250,000 $0 $0 $0
Space Planning and Utilization $3,800,000 $0 $0 $0
Rider 34, Receipt and use of Grant, Federal Funds and Royalties. $2,099,261 $0 $0 $0

$1,287,430,865 $32,105,519 $30,372,973 $30,372,973Total, All Projects

6.B. Current Biennium Onetime Expenditure Schedule
Summary of Onetime Expenditures

Agency Code: Prepared By: Date:
703 Budget Division 9/10/2024

Projects

Supplemental Special Education Services Program 
Interagency Cybersecurity Initiative for Public Schools
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Agency Name:
Texas Education Agency

Supplemental Special Education Services Program PROJECT: 

Strategy OOE/MOF Estimated Budgeted Requested Requested
Code Code Strategy Allocation 2024 2025 2026 2027

Object of Expense:
A.2.3 4000 Grants $63,302,428 $30,000,000 $30,000,000 $30,000,000

Total, Object of Expense $63,302,428 $30,000,000 $30,000,000 $30,000,000

Method of Financing:
A.2.3 0001 General Revenue Fund $63,302,428 $30,000,000 $30,000,000 $30,000,000

Total, Method of Financing $63,302,428 $30,000,000 $30,000,000 $30,000,000

Agency Code:
703

6.B. Current Biennium Onetime Expenditure Schedule 
Strategy Allocation from 2024-25 Biennium to 2026-27 Biennium

Prepared By: Date:
Budget Division 9/10/2024

Project Description for the 2024-25 Biennium:
88th Legislature, Rider 73: Supplemental Special Education Services Program
The amount of $93,302,428 was appropriated to the Texas Education Agency for the purposes of implementing a supplemental special education services 
program for certain public school students receiving special education services. 

2024-25 2026-27
PROJECT: 
ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY: A.2.3 Students with Disabilities ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY: A.2.3 Students with Disabilities
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Project Description and Allocation Purpose for the 2026-27 Biennium:
Project continues for the purposes of implementing a supplemental special education services program for certain public school students receiving special 
education services.
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Agency Name:
Texas Education Agency

Interagency Cybersecurity Initiative for Public Schools PROJECT: 

Strategy OOE/MOF Estimated Budgeted Requested Requested
Code Code Strategy Allocation 2024 2025 2026 2027

Object of Expense:
B.3.5 4000 Grants $54,633,027 $366,973 $372,973 $372,973

Total, Object of Expense $54,633,027 $366,973 $372,973 $372,973

Method of Financing:
B.3.5 0001 General Revenue Fund $54,633,027 $366,973 $372,973 $372,973

Total, Method of Financing $54,633,027 $366,973 $372,973 $372,973

88th Legislature, Rider 78: Interagency Cybersecurity Initiative for Public Schools
The amount of $54,621,027 was appropriated to the Texas Education Agency for the purposes of providing cybersecurity services to public school districts 
and placement and oversight of cybersecurity practitioners to assist Local Education Agencies (LEAs).

Project Description and Allocation Purpose for the 2026-27 Biennium:
Project continues for the purposes of providing cybersecurity services to public school districts and placement and oversight of cybersecurity practitioners to 
assist Local Education Agencies (LEAs).

PROJECT: Interagency Cybersecurity Initiative for Public Schools

Project Description for the 2024-25 Biennium:

2024-25 2026-27

ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY: B.3.5 Information Systems - Technology ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY: B.3.5 Information Systems - Technology

703 Budget Division 9/10/2024

6.B. Current Biennium Onetime Expenditure Schedule 
Strategy Allocation from 2024-25 Biennium to 2026-27 Biennium

Agency Code: Prepared By: Date:
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Agency Name:
Texas Education Agency

Mobile STEM Laboratory Grant Program PROJECT: 

Strategy OOE/MOF Estimated Budgeted Requested Requested
Code Code Strategy Allocation 2024 2025 2026 2027

Object of Expense:
A.2.1 4000 Grants $3,500,000 $0 $0 $0

 

Total, Object of Expense $3,500,000 $0 $0 $0

Method of Financing:
A.2.1 0001 General Revenue Fund $3,500,000 $0 $0 $0

Total, Method of Financing $3,500,000 $0 $0 $0

88th Legislature, Rider 65:  Mobile STEM Laboratory Grant Program. 
The amount of $3,500,000 was appropriated to the Texas Education Agency for the purposes of supporing additional infrastructure for eight additional 
mobile STEM labs.

Project Description and Allocation Purpose for the 2026-27 Biennium:

PROJECT: 

Project Description for the 2024-25 Biennium:

2024-25 2026-27

ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY: A.2.1 Statewide Educational Programs ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY:  

703 Budget Division 9/10/2024

6.B. Current Biennium Onetime Expenditure Schedule 
Strategy Allocation from 2024-25 Biennium to 2026-27 Biennium

Agency Code: Prepared By: Date:
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Agency Name:
Texas Education Agency

Texas 1836 Project PROJECT: 

Strategy OOE/MOF Estimated Budgeted Requested Requested
Code Code Strategy Allocation 2024 2025 2026 2027

Object of Expense:
B.3.2 2009 Other Operating Expense $230,000 $130,000 $0 $0

Total, Object of Expense $230,000 $130,000 $0 $0

Method of Financing:
B.3.2 0001 General Revenue Fund $230,000 $130,000 $0 $0

Total, Method of Financing $230,000 $130,000 $0 $0

88th Legislature, Rider 80: Texas 1836 Project
The amount of $360,000 was appropriated to the Texas Education Agency to produce a report and provide administrative support to the Texas 1836 
Project Advisory Committee pursuant to Texas Government Code, Chapter 451. 

Project Description and Allocation Purpose for the 2026-27 Biennium:

PROJECT: 

Project Description for the 2024-25 Biennium:

2024-25 2026-27

ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY: B.3.2 Agency Operations ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY:  

703 Budget Division 9/10/2024

6.B. Current Biennium Onetime Expenditure Schedule 
Strategy Allocation from 2024-25 Biennium to 2026-27 Biennium

Agency Code: Prepared By: Date:
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Agency Name:
Texas Education Agency

Contingency Pub Ed Funding IX 18.78 (b)('c) PROJECT: 

Strategy OOE/MOF Estimated Budgeted Requested Requested
Code Code Strategy Allocation 2024 2025 2026 2027

Object of Expense:
B.3.2 5000 Capital Expenditures $1,500,000 $0 $0 $0
B.3.5 1003  Professional Fees $1,631,386 $0 $0 $0
B.3.5 2009 Other Operating Expense $2,883 $8,649 $0 $0
B.3.5 1003  Professional Fees $67,932 $203,797 $0 $0

Total, Object of Expense $3,202,201 $212,446 $0 $0

Method of Financing:
B.3.2 0001 General Revenue Fund $1,500,000 $0 $0 $0
B.3.5 0001 General Revenue Fund $1,631,386 $0 $0 $0
B.3.5 0001 General Revenue Fund $2,883 $8,649 $0 $0
B.3.5 0001 General Revenue Fund $67,932 $203,797 $0 $0

Total, Method of Financing $3,202,201 $212,446 $0 $0

88th Legislature, Rider 4: Foundation School Program Set-Asides
The programs and their funding levels identified in this rider represent all programs at the Texas Education Agency and other state agencies that are 
funded with amounts set aside from the Foundation School Program. The amount listed in this rider are for informational purposes only, and do not 
constitute and appropriation

Project Description and Allocation Purpose for the 2026-27 Biennium:

Project Description for the 2024-25 Biennium:

ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY: 
                                                        B.3.2 Agency Operations
                                                        B.3.5 Information Systems - Technology

ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY:  

6.B. Current Biennium Onetime Expenditure Schedule 
Strategy Allocation from 2024-25 Biennium to 2026-27 Biennium

Agency Code: Prepared By: Date:
703 Budget Division 9/10/2024

2024-25 2026-27
PROJECT: 
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Agency Name:
Texas Education Agency

Instructional Materials and Technology PROJECT: 

Strategy OOE/MOF Estimated Budgeted Requested Requested
Code Code Strategy Allocation 2024 2025 2026 2027

Object of Expense:
B.3.5 1003 Professional Fees $1,362,900 $1,396,100 $0 $0

 

Total, Object of Expense $1,362,900 $1,396,100 $0 $0

Method of Financing:
B.3.5 0003 Instructional Materials Fund $1,362,900 $1,396,100 $0 $0

Total, Method of Financing $1,362,900 $1,396,100 $0 $0

88th Legislature, Rider 8: Instructional Materials and Technology
The amount $2,759,000 was appropriated to the Texas Education Agency. Except as explicitly allowed elsewhere in this ACT, any amount expended 
pursuant to Texas Education Code, Section 31.021, including expenditures for instructional materials administration, shall be paid out of this State 
Instructional Materials and Technology Fund approppriated for that purpose. 

Project Description and Allocation Purpose for the 2026-27 Biennium:

Project Description for the 2024-25 Biennium:

ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY: B.3.5 Information Systems - Technology ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY:  

6.B. Current Biennium Onetime Expenditure Schedule 
Strategy Allocation from 2024-25 Biennium to 2026-27 Biennium

Agency Code: Prepared By: Date:
703 Budget Division 9/10/2024

2024-25 2026-27
PROJECT: 
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Agency Name:
Texas Education Agency

School Safety SB 30 Section 4.02 PROJECT: 

Strategy OOE/MOF Estimated Budgeted Requested Requested
Code Code Strategy Allocation 2024 2025 2026 2027

Object of Expense:
B.2.2 4000 Grants $1,078,424,497 $0 $0 $0

Total, Object of Expense $1,078,424,497 $0 $0 $0

Method of Financing:
B.2.2 0001 General Revenue $1,078,424,497 $0 $0 $0

Total, Method of Financing $1,078,424,497 $0 $0 $0

ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY:  B.2.2 Health & Safety ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY:  

6.B. Current Biennium Onetime Expenditure Schedule 
Strategy Allocation from 2024-25 Biennium to 2026-27 Biennium

Agency Code: Prepared By: Date:
703 Budget Division 9/10/2024

2024-25 2026-27
PROJECT: 

88th Legislature, SB30 Section 4.02:  School Safety. 
The amount of $1,100,000 is appropriated to the Texas Education Agency for use during the two-year period beginning on the effective date of this Act for 
strategy B.2.2, Health and Safety, as listed in Chapter 1053 (S.B.1), Acts of the 87th Legislature, Regular Session, 2021 (The General Appropriations Act), 
and H.B.1, Acts of the 88th Legislature, Regular Session, 2023 (The General Appropriations Act), to award grants to assist school districts in implementing 
school safety initiatives. 

Project Description and Allocation Purpose for the 2026-27 Biennium:

Project Description for the 2024-25 Biennium:
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Agency Name:
Texas Education Agency

Library Regulation PROJECT: 

Strategy OOE/MOF Estimated Budgeted Requested Requested
Code Code Strategy Allocation 2024 2025 2026 2027

Object of Expense:
A.2.1 4000 Grants $2,000,000 $0 $715,261 $715,261

Total, Object of Expense $2,000,000 $0 $715,261 $715,261

Method of Financing:
A.2.1 0001 General Revenue $2,000,000 $0 $715,261 $715,261

Total, Method of Financing $2,000,000 $0 $715,261 $715,261

ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY:  A.2.1 Statewide Educational Programs ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY:  A.2.1 Statewide Educational Programs

6.B. Current Biennium Onetime Expenditure Schedule 
Strategy Allocation from 2024-25 Biennium to 2026-27 Biennium

Agency Code: Prepared By: Date:
703 Budget Division 9/10/2024

2024-25 2026-27
PROJECT: Library Regulation

88th Legislature, SB30 Section 4.35: Library Regulation
Contingent on enactment of H.B. 900 or similar legislation by the 88th Legislature, Regular Session, 2023, relating to the regulation of library materials sold 
to or included in public school libraries, the amount of $2.000,000 is appropriated to the Texas Education Agency for the two-year period beginning on the 
effective date of this Act to implement that legislation. 

Project Description and Allocation Purpose for the 2026-27 Biennium:
Project continues relating to the regulation of library materials sold to or included in public school libraries.

Project Description for the 2024-25 Biennium:
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Agency Name:
Texas Education Agency

Maintenance of State Financial Support for Special Education PROJECT: 

Strategy OOE/MOF Estimated Budgeted Requested Requested
Code Code Strategy Allocation 2024 2025 2026 2027

Object of Expense:
A.2.3 4000 Grants $74,626,551 $0 $0 $0

Total, Object of Expense $74,626,551 $0 $0 $0

Method of Financing:
A.2.3 0001 General Revenue $74,626,551 $0 $0 $0

Total, Method of Financing $74,626,551 $0 $0 $0

ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY:  A.2.3 Students with Disabilities ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY:  

6.B. Current Biennium Onetime Expenditure Schedule 
Strategy Allocation from 2024-25 Biennium to 2026-27 Biennium

Agency Code: Prepared By: Date:
703 Budget Division 9/10/2024

2024-25 2026-27
PROJECT: 

88th Legislature, SB30 Section 8.57: Maintenance of State Financial Support for Special Education 
The amount of $74,626,551 is appropriated to the Texas Education Agency for the two-year period beginning on the effective date of this Act to offset 
federal funds withhold or expected to be withheld as a result of a failure to maintain adequate state financial support for special education under federal 
law.

Project Description and Allocation Purpose for the 2026-27 Biennium:

Project Description for the 2024-25 Biennium:
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Agency Name:
Texas Education Agency

College, Career, and Military Readiness Indicator Study PROJECT: 

Strategy OOE/MOF Estimated Budgeted Requested Requested
Code Code Strategy Allocation 2024 2025 2026 2027

Object of Expense:
B.1.1 4000 Grants $250,000 $0 $0 $0

Total, Object of Expense $250,000 $0 $0 $0

Method of Financing:
B.1.1 0001 General Revenue $250,000 $0 $0 $0

Total, Method of Financing $250,000 $0 $0 $0

ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY:  B.1.1 Assessment & Accountability System ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY:  

6.B. Current Biennium Onetime Expenditure Schedule 
Strategy Allocation from 2024-25 Biennium to 2026-27 Biennium

Agency Code: Prepared By: Date:
703 Budget Division 9/10/2024

2024-25 2026-27
PROJECT: 

88th Legislature, Rider 89: College, Career, and Military Readiness Indicator Study
The amount of $250,000 was appropriated to the Texas Education Agency to study the effectiveness of the College, Career, and Military Readiness 
indicators outlined in Texas Education Code, Section 39.053(b), and their correlation to post-graduation outcomes. 

Project Description and Allocation Purpose for the 2026-27 Biennium:

Project Description for the 2024-25 Biennium:
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Agency Name:
Texas Education Agency

Space Planning and Utilization PROJECT: 

Strategy OOE/MOF Estimated Budgeted Requested Requested
Code Code Strategy Allocation 2024 2025 2026 2027

Object of Expense:
B.3.4 5000 Capital Expenditures $3,800,000 $0 $0 $0

Total, Object of Expense $3,800,000 $0 $0 $0

Method of Financing:
B.3.4 0001 General Revenue $3,800,000 $0 $0 $0

Total, Method of Financing $3,800,000 $0 $0 $0

ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY:  B.3.4 Central Administration ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY:  

6.B. Current Biennium Onetime Expenditure Schedule 
Strategy Allocation from 2024-25 Biennium to 2026-27 Biennium

Agency Code: Prepared By: Date:
703 Budget Division 9/10/2024

2024-25 2026-27
PROJECT: 

88th Legislature, Rider 82: Space Planning and Utilization 
The amount of $3,800,000 was appropriated to the Texas Education Agency in fiscal year 2024 for TEA to contract with the Texas Facilities Commission 
(FTC) or other entities as necessary for moving services, space configuration and minor construction, furniture, conference room technology, carpet 
replacement, secure entry points, and related expenses to achieve the consolidatin of operations into no more than five floors before end of the 2024-2025 
biennium. 

Project Description and Allocation Purpose for the 2026-27 Biennium:

Project Description for the 2024-25 Biennium:
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Agency Name:
Texas Education Agency

Rider 34, Receipt and use of Grant, Federal Funds and Royalties. PROJECT: 

Strategy OOE/MOF Estimated Budgeted Requested Requested
Code Code Strategy Allocation 2024 2025 2026 2027

Object of Expense:
B.3.1 1003  Professional Fees $400,000 $0 $0 $0
B.3.2 1001 Salaries & Wages $104,444 $0 $0 $0
B.3.3 1001 Salaries & Wages $82,300 $0 $0 $0
B.3.4 2009 Other Operating Expense $193,924 $0 $0 $0
B.3.5 1002 Professional Fees $1,318,593 $0 $0 $0

Total, Object of Expense $2,099,261 $0 $0 $0

Method of Financing:
B.3.4 0001 General Revenue $193,924 $0 $0 $0
B.3.1 0001 General Revenue $400,000 $0 $0 $0
B.3.2 0001 General Revenue $104,444 $0 $0 $0
B.3.3 0001 General Revenue $82,300 $0 $0 $0
B.3.5 0001 General Revenue $1,318,593 $0 $0 $0

Total, Method of Financing $2,099,261 $0 $0 $0

ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY:  
                                                                      B.3.1 Improving Educator Quality & Leadership
                                                                      B.3.2 Agency Operations
                                                                      B.3.3 State Board for Educator Certification
                                                                      B.3.4 Central Administration
                                                                      B.3.5 Information Systems - Technology

ALLOCATION TO STRATEGY:  

6.B. Current Biennium Onetime Expenditure Schedule 
Strategy Allocation from 2024-25 Biennium to 2026-27 Biennium

Agency Code: Prepared By: Date:
703 Budget Division 9/10/2024

2024-25 2026-27
PROJECT: 

Project Description for the 2024-25 Biennium:
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The Commissioner of Education is authorized to apply for, receive and disburse funds in accordance with plans or applications acceptable to the 
responsible federal agency, or other public or private entity that are made available to the State of Texas for the benefit of education and such funds are 
appropriated to the specific purpose for which they are granted. For the 2024-25 biennium, the Texas Education Agency is appropriated any royalties and 
license fees from the sale or use of education products developed through federal and state funded contracts managed by the agency.

Project Description and Allocation Purpose for the 2026-27 Biennium:
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6.J. Summary of Behavioral Health Funding

# Program 
Name

Service Type (drop 
down)

Agency 
Strategies Summary Description Target 

Population(s)
Fund 
Type FY 2024 Base FY 2025 Base

FY 2026 
Baseline 
Request

FY 2027 
Baseline 
Request

FY 2026 
Requested

FY 2027 
Requested

2026-27 
Requested 
for Mental 

Health 
Services

2026-27 
Requested 

for 
Substance 

Abuse 
Services

2026 
FTEs

2027 
FTEs

Statewide 
Strategic Plan 

Strategies
Methodology / Notes

 GR                          -                       -                       -                       -   -                -                                  -   -                
GR-D 2,611,722$     2,611,722$ 

FF
IAC

Other
Subtotal 2,611,722            -                  2,611,722      -                 -                -                -                -                

 GR 2,500,000$     2,500,000$ 2,500,000$ 2,500,000$ 
GR-D

FF
IAC

Other
Subtotal 2,500,000            2,500,000       2,500,000      2,500,000      -                -                -                -                

 GR 
GR-D

FF
IAC

Other
Subtotal -                       -                  -                 -                 -                -                -                -                

 GR 
GR-D

FF
IAC

Other
Subtotal -                       -                  -                 -                 -                -                -                -                

 GR 
GR-D

FF
IAC

Other
Subtotal -                       -                  -                 -                 -                -                -                -                

 GR 
GR-D

FF
IAC

Other
Subtotal -                       -                  -                 -                 -                -                -                -                

Total 5,111,722            2,500,000       5,111,722      2,500,000      -                -                -                -                0.0 0.0

3

2024-25 Base 2026-27 Baseline Request 2026-27 Exceptional Items

As specified in the rider, funding to 
support the TexasPartnership for Out 
of School Time to implement mental 
health programs in community-based 
outof school time (OST) and 
statewide intermediary infrastructure 

Additional Information

Rider 88- 
Mental 
Health 

Servcies in 
Out of 
School 

5

6

4

Agency: Prepared by:

Rider 85-
Fentanyl 

Contaminati
on Training

Agency Code:  

Date: 

1

2

Education and 
Training

Strategy 
B.2.2 

Health and 
Safety

As specified in the rider, funds from 
the Opioid Abatement Account No. 
51894 are to provide training 
developed by The University of 
Texas Health Science Center at San 
Antonio utilizing Education Service 

Mental Health 
Services - Other

Strategy 
A.2.1 

Statewide 
Educational 
Programs
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6.J. Summary of Behavioral Health Funding

# Program 
Name Service Type Summary Description Fund 

Type 2024-25 Base 2026-27 Total 
Request

Biennial 
Difference

Percentage 
Change

2026-27 
Requested for 
Mental Health 

Services

2026-27 
Requested for 

Substance 
Abuse 

Services
 GR                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   

GR-D             2,611,722             2,611,722                         -   0.0%                    -                      -   
FF                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   
IAC                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   

Other                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   
Subtotal 2,611,722           2,611,722           -                      0.0% -                 -                 

 GR             5,000,000             5,000,000                         -   0.0%                    -                      -   
GR-D                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   

FF                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   
IAC                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   

Other                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   
Subtotal 5,000,000           5,000,000           -                      0.0% -                 -                 

 GR                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   
GR-D                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   

FF                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   
IAC                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   

Other                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   
Subtotal -                      -                      -                      -                 -                 

 GR                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   
GR-D                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   

FF                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   
IAC                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   

Other                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   
Subtotal -                      -                      -                      -                 -                 

 GR                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   
GR-D                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   

FF                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   
IAC                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   

Other                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   
Subtotal -                      -                      -                      -                 -                 

 GR                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   
GR-D                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   

FF                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   
IAC                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   

Other                         -                           -                           -                      -                      -   
Subtotal -                      -                      -                      -                 -                 

Total 7,611,722           7,611,722           -                      0.0% -                 -                 

Prepared by:

Date: 

4

Agency Code:  

2

Rider 88- 
Mental Health 

Servcies in 
Out of School 

Time

Mental Health 
Services - 

Other

As specified in the rider, funding to support the 
TexasPartnership for Out of School Time to implement 
mental health programs in community-based outof 
school time (OST) and statewide intermediary 
infrastructure to support OST programs and 
professionals.

1

Rider 85-
Fentanyl 

Contamination 
Training

Education and 
Training

As specified in the rider, funds from the Opioid 
Abatement Account No. 51894 are to provide training 
developed by The University of Texas Health Science 
Center at San Antonio utilizing Education Service 
Center (ESC) staff to train school district employees 
regarding the dangers of fentanyl contamination.

Agency:

3

5

6
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